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THE AVTHOR \ 
TO THE READER. 


Conrteoue Reader, 

CRF. 0r tbe Author to commend bis owne Wark, if it 
hh a &} were praiſe- worthy, yet tis altogether improper, 
jo v A, rem! mbring the old ſaying, Laudet te os aly- 
['o0! num, non tuum: LAndindredit d:Ntrves nz 
praiſe, chiefly for the manner of handling, when in reading 
the very firſt page, thouwilt meet with many Inconſonences, 
even is Grammar, wherein the Author confeſſeth his waa::- 
neſſe, andcraves thy pardon : Morevver, ceaſe to maruiile, 
for theſe papers were written by 4 dead man, nevertheleſſe 1 
counſell thee to read this Book, and weigh the matter , de- 
light thy ſelf in ſeeking the truth, and ſo thou wilt begin to ut» 
derfland the Riddle, = adead min may write Books. 


Thine , 


Joun Gor ar, 


(a) 
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h 4 AVE 136: 

NE WAYS WH; \ 
4 Mn NO Yer, - 
AND YI IN 


To the High Courtof Parliament, 
AND 
To the Councell of Stare, 


AS ALSO 


To His Excelleacy , Thomas Lord 


Fanfax, Lord Generall of all the 
Parliaments Forces. 


ny Gobert Miniftey of the Word, wpfteth increaſe of Grace 
and Happineſſe bere and hereafter. 


_ Honturable, 
of He holy Apoſtle, exhorting to Chriſti- 
| by, andutics, among other important Ex- 
WP hortations, bath this one , vis, That 
we 0ught to be alwayes ready to give an 1u- 
—- 19 every one that ackeths 4 reaſon of jo 
Lope that ts "in as, with meetw'(ſe and reverence, 1 Pet. 
15. It inthe performance of this duty, we arc obli. i- 
gedto one, much more to inany , its co ſuch «s have 
nor Power to Examine , much ſooner to ſuch as have: 
And although your ſuppliant not being cald upon to 
A3 .give 
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—— 


ive an anſwer, might inthis particular juſtly plead 
| dart ns one , who in. Nis boldneſle, might 
ſeem rather to Create abufineſle to bimſclfe, than co 
performe any task impoſed: Yet, as often as he con- 


| fidercch,, firſt, thecoridition of his Calling, being both a 


Mini'ter of the G:ſpel, &a Member ot the Commenweilth 
Secondly , the condition of the preſent Times, being 
(in ſome reſpects) th: Worſt, as they are the Laſt, 
wherein S2than, and all his mali:;nant Inſtruments, 
do by all waycsand means, ſeck what they can, to 0b» 
ſtruct ard retard (atleaſt) if notutterly tooverthrow, 
thar blefled work of Reformation ſo happily begun 
by you. Thirdly, reflecting upon thoſe ( too juſt- 
ly. grounded. Feares and J-aloufics which your Ho- 
nours yet have) Icſt the people of this Nation, chict- 
ly thoſe of our Calling, ſhould. be over-much want- 
ting to theraſelves, in not joyning with you in your 
Endeavours to promote the Churches good. I ſay, 
from thee, and the like conhderations, your Sup. 
pliant could not but preſume, that it would not be al- 
together unwelcome, or ill taken, if a poore Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, ina matter of ſuch decpe Concern- 
ment, upon which, the whole Fabrick of this blef- 
ſed Reformation, as upon irs proper Hinge, turneth 

but hath alſo , as farre as concerneth an Excernall 
Church-communion , an influence into the Rights 
and Priviledges of all the Faithtull.Do chuſe for this 
once, and inthisſo weighty a Matter, to deliver his 
judgment , not that he atrributeth any thing to this 
weake and light skirmiſh which he hath ſet upon; 
or thit this moſt Exccllent. Cauſe, ſhould from the 
Authors handling it, feeme to receive any _- or 
| une, . 


Eiftre: He is farrefroniconceiving any ſuchimpro-. 
babiliry , His only Aime and Deſigne in this under-- 
rakirg, was partly to give an 2nto the Reader, 
from the 11ght which doe ſo maniteſtly breake forth 
in this bricte Polemicall diſcourſe, to give occaſion 
to thinke how great good might (in this SubjeQ-mat- 
ter) to the Churches further Edification be done, If 
ſome oneot ſtronger Gitts, or greater Abilitics, would 
undert-ke ir,pattly being as a SpeRator, induced to be- 
hold the fru t of Reberee, finding two contrary births 
ro ſtruggle in her wombe , I meane the blefled iſ- 
ſue of all thi \ſ- Church-agonics which theſe latter 
times have afforded, I coult not, but i1 the Sptrit 
2dmire with Moſes at this g1c«t fight, and to- become 
an humble Suitor coall your Honours, that fince this 
Zara, which in- he Primitive times did cven then put 
forth- his hand to 'become the\Firſt borac, and yer, 
forcauſes beſt knowne torre-D' vine Majcity , tarh 
puld back his hand againe in thaty for moſt of the 
Ages fince the Churches Infancy, this Z:r4, for the 
ſcarlctthread of Lig and Truch, which Divic.c Provi- 
Cence, like Tamars Midwife, did cycn(asit weie Hhcon 
put abouthis hand, hath made all the 5 eators ſince 
'trat rime , rather to looke and with tor Zur 's birth, 
thanto {ce it; but loe now this Zara is core: Phares 
the firſtborre, I mean, the party-col-urcd, or ex'er- 
nally-ſpotted Church-Mcmber, ha h already ated his 
4rt, too well knowne to all [pe&ators, fo tlemany 
Enfall breaches, which to others (canda'l, and his 
owne greater loſſe and diſparagement he hath made 
inthe Wor.be of the Church. Loe nw his brother 


Zara is borne, tobe knowne to allthat arcſpir _ 
| lighte 0 
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fighted, by the ſcarlet thread of Light and, Trutk«z, 
bout him. Receive him therefore, I moſt humbly be- 
ſeech your Honours : He calleth upon, and cryeth to 
God, as his Father, and upon your Honours, as bath 
Midwife and Nurſe. Therefore, as you have ia the 
prov.fion of the fincere Milke of the Word, ſhewed 

our tender care of this younger Brothers inward 

an; you would alſo vouchſate every Zar4 your 
Prote&ion from the wrong and violence of his Mo- 
thers children, who would faigne make him Keeper 
of their Vineyard. 

My meaning i, that according to the P!ace and Power 
God hath ſet youin, you would be Patrons awd Pro- 
teFors of the Sonn's of Peace , that Minifters, or Peo- 
ple, might not daſh themſelves one againſt anather , 
with ſcueritie, and anſteritie, for matters Circumſtan» 
tial, whiles buh holdthe Head, Chrift. Soſhallyou 
oblige thouſands , and my ſelfe among the reſt , with 
wwch love in the Lord Chrift to ſerve you. 


JO I a 
2 Milk J& 


Your Honours moſt htmbly deyated, 
mall Services to his power, 


Joyn Gon una; 


CEN 
ESO RENE LEE AL DER 
Thatatrue Church ought only to be 


gathercd of viſible Saints, and that men cither 
openly wicked , or meerely civill ; that is to ſay, 
ſuch as are not ſeen beſide their formall pro- 
f.ſlton, to have ſome worke of the Spirit vpon 


them, ought not to bee taken 1rto 
Chuccli-icllowſhip. 


Theſe { lowing arguments doe moſt manifeſtly prove the firſt argument is 
raken from Chrifl s cxample, in gathering hus Diſciples, 


Jatfoever work or praQtiſe doe abhor from 
8 Chriſtscx2mple, ard in that alio wherein 
F wecan tollew him ; that kin{ of worke or 
N orraftife is not lawfull ; but to gather a 
Church other then of viſible Siints, doth 
avhor, and 1$ repugnant to Carilts example 
and priiſe, and in that alſo wherein we can follow him, go, to 
gather a Church of ſuch 4s arc for viliole Saints, is not lawfull, | 
The major propoſition is 2pyarent , becauſe wee are bound to be- 
come followers of hum as «ere thild-in, Ephef. 5, 1» Pant, that 
preaf Archi!:& of the ChurcheSof the Cientiles, would have the Cee 
rinthians follow him as he {11 wed Cliirit, 1 Cor, 1.11, Ard be h uh 
L ft 4 an example, that we ſrould fl w hi ſteps, 1Pot, 2,21, Andin 
this 3s in other pra ices for t wo caulrs ; 
Fi: Rt, *Tis the duty of ſuch as arc Church-gatherers, to ſ.parate the 
pretious from the vile, 
S corcly, P:c2uſe the ApeoRtl, s d14 in this particular work exxaly 
_ £.]low Chrifis exariple. 1 P-e.2.5. 1 Cor. 1,29. 2 Cor. G. 15, 
16. eAfts 2.41, 42, ifit beexctptrd againtt, inarntwer to the majur 
propoſition, that *tis not f.I1 aid tufhiciert , that Chrifts exemple 1s 
not, though imita"le, y-t in this cau'e, at all 5inding the Churches 11 
exthcring their members; «nd the reaton they will alledge, 1s, that 
fo Prelacy 2nd Presbytery may come in fur a js d vinuw 10 matter 
of Church-government , tor that they alſo can futch examples _ 
g 


— 
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(2) SR 
the Scripture to warrant their cauſ: 2cainſt all opponents ; to which 
is apaine replyed, n-gazdo, wee deny that there 1s any ſuch exam pie as 
this in 81! the Scripture to warrant a jus divinmm, either fc x Pregbyte- 
ry,or Pielaty, beczuſe we are to diliingu ſh betweene Chritis au rhe 
Apcſtlcs exainples, ſuch as may be call:d occaſiv! all, ar:fig onicly 
from ci: cumſtar.ce of time, pertc r$sand pla ©8 Of {1mpiy binding, but 
arc fothe pr:ſ.nt Churchos arbitrary a. C& pun 111 Way<S, IO u'e 
and refuſe a5 ihy fee cauſe 3 47d examples of this kind: are nothing 
material! for a jus divinum, thin thy be devives from SCT1p' ure. 

Accor! tort of exzmplics arc fuck as may be call:& morall, tuch as 
hold furth duties 2rd graces which opght to be 10 Ciniſtiaris of this 
nature, is tle (aj Rt matecr wenuw peak of , and are ynung to all 
who d-fiie to kiepe faith and a g 0d contcience ; fo that the niajur 
prop. 1 jon will {ta::d valid a aintt all oppolers. \ 

For t!1 procte of the 112Nor we need vo No further then to Chr iſts 
12, Apoſtles, an ex:& pattern ot all Churches which ought to 
be un {cr the Nw Teſtament, when all were Saints to the cyc of 
others, F«das not once ſuſf efted by any of thy elc VN. 

Secondly , We argue from the ſcvcrall ends of gathcring Churches, 

Which arc, 

1, Tat God may beglorified in his Sainte, 

2. Tat ſuchas be gathered, may be furtker cdified and bu'lt up, 

3. Tiat others may be daily added to the Churches alrezd, fathe. 
red ; that an unqualified Church gathering ot fuch as hav. ber: hither. 
to for the muſt part in this Nativn , is repugrant to all thitc ends, 
will be abundantly proved, 

And firſt an argument in gen-rall, +=. 25 a patter ig of Church» 
members not viſibly holy, is rex uzrant to all thele er ds, rhus, 

Whatſoc ver 1s opp:nte and r: pugrant to thofr er:ds fur which 
Churches are to be gather d, isnot in the carbering of rhcm to be ade 
mitted, or praiicd ; ut to gather Church members oth-r then of 
viſioie Saints, 1: repvg/Arit to the er ds for which Churc is ay tobe 
pzthered ; thuckoie 10 gather Chulcies of weabus ue vifily holy, 
1s not to be practiſed, 

The m:jor prop fi-ion will be prated by al parti:s, 

Tov 1008 16-4 21th 10 be proved by parts : 

Firit, That avly other gathcring thei, fuck as are viſi.ly Foly, is ro 
Pia-riant to Guds hou ſu; 

Wuavtuver are not iavicd uy the Spirit in ſung meaſure to ſheyy 

. tuth 


(3) 
FFth the vertnes which God hath g.ven them, all ſuch are moſt unfit 
to be gath-red into Churchefcllowth'p ; for the proote bereof, fre x 
Per. 2.9. Bat men either op-aly tcandalous, or meerely civ'll ; and 
mcerly Civill, wo cal not only ſich 4S :'2v© 110 principle OI R [ig104 
in thc, bu: ſuch allo as arc Dur: ly rag of inen by way of catcebits 
Zi 1 ſy ſich canno. (h-w for ht thiam ver AS, Lictct.. C tlicy Are 
n-2t t b: gathercd tato Church {lowlhi; il any will cx5 pt 2::41ltk 
{ 


the 4 ſcriprtonot aciy Neon t nin, 2, oh iy ho nath fo Mn, and 13 $* 
b e 1 1iflwcrtot 4 o-onnts of {4 L 40 I-43 v (1roha wan Cay 
bcc. 1 1one incerly crvitde W  V.Cy v.11, b-c2:i4 the ScTIPe 
tUic wil no w .cr2 warrant 1 THY 1G (WitrOuacivilmanards 
Saint, 1 Cop Chap, 1, tower 9. 15 L ITTCT) t | T's of cs, * 1 iNan ye 
call d to 0. a Sun; whom the tounderttiit of 1now wiid call, but 


ſach as cl, a* wher b thy art piva ly atleiſt tw G 1d in Uhult 
Jctus, a 14 there Te the Apoitt patterh (5.4 two together, { #4 fied 
in Cn #t} [4,411 Sues by Calling ;t 1 ih w that none arc to Poe for 
Saiats , or be couited Churcty meth: rs, which have nut b {1de the 
bare knowledg: of the grou 11S of R-Þgion, foe worke of the Spirit 
on them z {ce for this 1a fobn 17 20, 21, whence we may bricfly thus 
argue. 

All that prof-(ſ-th Chrilt o01zht to be one amone themſclves, as 
Ci ft i one with th: Father ; but ſuch Kindggt memb: 15, v2. wen 
me: ly civill, or op-aly (candalous , canno one with the S+1nts, 
as Chrilt is nz: with the Father, therckuge fu not to be takenin 
for Church-:inembers. 4 

As tothe propofition, there will bzno other evzſion for anſwer, 
then to ſay, that the place forecited is to be underſtood of Saints invis 
ſioly holy, fuch as may bz: endued with holincfle, though nut gachered 
into Church-tcllowſhip, to which, thus ; 

Firlt, 19 this aniwer 18 3 fallary, we'call a petii's principis, or hep 
ging of the q 1cfton » for 1t runs ap2n this ſuppotall, tart there is ſuch 
a Tourch-cre ature as a civill w:l4-catech z:d hon man, 5:;d ro 103ke 
way for fuch a creature, all Serip.nres now which duc in their ras 
ture exclutc, are by {uppuling luca a2n one to baoruvyhe by ifs yy_ 


wy 3 


ponent to uphold him, but this regamncth yet te b. prove.'. 
Sccondly, Againlt tuch an anfwer we urge the words of the T. xt, 
and thatlatworclp &s; 
I, 11 r:{p.& of the nature of the union, which the words ho! | 
forth; 729» 17.24. That they my 6: all onz, as thou Father art in _ 
B 2 0 
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#,4 Tin thee, that they may be alſo on» in 9, that the world may b:lieiv 
that thou baſt ſer t me, And verſe 23. [in them, and tboy in mee , that 
they may le mad: per{eft in ove, «n| that th; world n:@y know t/a: thow 
Laſt ſemt me, h.ſt /oved them as th 0.4 haſt lowed me, whe!.ce wee firlt 
argue, 

Whatſocver union inthe Church doe not hold a ſtrict and a ſpecia!l 

or ſp:cificall ('f 5 may ſo fp: at) reſemblance to that molt blef. 

ſei and facr.d union which 1s butween the Father and the Sun, 
th:it isnot the union commended or intended by our Saviour in 
this Scripture 3 but to ſay, that Chrilt in holding forth at union 
which cuzh: to be 1n the Church , underſtoud it ovly of an in» 
ternall or ſpirituill union , and nt allo of an ot rn:l1, doth 
this, viz. it vrgeth ſuch 3n union as cannot huld refernblance to 
that moſt facrcd union which is between the Father and the 
Sonne, therefore the internall uniun orly is not the union inten» 
ded by our Saviour, 

Both propoſitions are ſufficiently manif.it from the words , if 
we rightly ob{rve, becauſe the condition and pertcRtion of vnton 1n 
the Church o1ght to be in this world , as 15 the perfection 14 unity, * 
Which is between the Father and the Sorne, Now this uni: 55 mwiuit 


. perfe&, and that alſo wher. by the Fath-r and che Sorre doe enjoy 


each the other mutually, aRually, molt bluff dly, and immediarely ;; 
where one: hath a recall influcace into the other , for which cauſc the 
Son, as God is ſaid to live by the Fath-r, Job» 6. 57, Such muſt be the 
fruition as far as is imitavle by a creature 10 3 Church-membver , they 
ought to be where this union can be had, each to other, and ina ſpi- 
ritual] and convenient way, as is the Father to the Son, or the Sonne 
to the Father, but in members ſcattercd abroad as the Scripture ipex- 
keth, there cannot be that reſ-mblance of perfeRion of unity a3 is be= 
tween the Father and the Sonne, becauſe that fort of Members are of- 
ten diſtreſſed for want of fcllowlhip with their fcllow Saints, as was 
E'iah, who deſired to live no longer, for want of it. And in times of 
periecution, for want of this Churchetcllowſhip the Saints of God 
have complained, that they are as an owle in the de'rrt, or as a Spar= 
row onthe Houſe top z therefore the 17 chapter of St. 7b» , and the 
like places, mult be underſtood of the Saints aftvall enjoying « n2 ang» 
ther, not onely by xn 1nternall , but alſo by »n cxternall Church: fel- 
lowſhip, I fay againe, what ſo hath bern, and is Je ſao, yet de jure, 
It ought to be, and ſhall be, at Chrilts ſecond coming, in you 
t 


(5) 

the Devill an1 all his Mal'gaant Inſtruments, 

S:cond!y, We argue tron the end of th: union intended by our Sz 
viour in theſe words ; Tat che world may belicue , that thou La} ſert 
mee. 

Whence briefly thus, 

Whatſvever does keep men from believing that Chriſt is ſent of the 

Father; That 10 gathering of a Church 1s not to be pratiicd ; out 

to admit of avy for Church memvers, which doe not viſibly 
at leaſt reſemble the holinclle and unity of God and Chriſt , is 
to keepe men from believing that Chrilt is ſent of the Father ; 
theretore te gather into Church-tcllowthip tuch as are not viſt» 
bly holy, 1s not to be praftiieds 

Th: minor is tl # proved. 

Whatſoever is hel torth as a fit, ſole, and ſufficient means to paine 
men to belicv:, and 1s not fo ordained by God, this cannot gather 
men unto Chriſt ; aad con: quently keepeth them from believing, by- 
cauſe our Savicur faith , Who/oever 84h. r.th n0; Wvith me, ſcattereth ; 
but to think that the preachin2 of the word is this fit, ſole, and ſutit. 
cicnt meanes, to bring men to Chrilt, is te think otherwiſe th?n God 
hath ordained ; th:retore ſuch as come no b:tter turniſhed to gather 
believers, doe fo far keep men from believing that Chrilt is ſent of the 
Father, 

The major I ſuppoſe will be denyed by none. 

4 he minr iy as manifeſt from the Scripture ; for thongh it carnae 62 

denyed that f..i:h commerh by h:aring, ard kearing by the word, 
Rom, 10. 17. Ss that the word reciived by f,ich n as theplmed 
£-ound ſowen ; but 1 d:mavd then, how can men jlongh th:ir ground 
without a plowyh: Al the S:riptnres will te(tifie, even from Gen, 
ro the en1of tle Revel. that either miracles , & the Churc' rightly 
| 0rdired, orrig atly gat' ered, comming in place, have been ever as tha 
plovg' to the d.it, ine of tie Goſp:ll ; we ſhall fina 3. t5 n;s requ fire 
to gaine the world to b:come bel. enore. 

1. Menmuſt preach purely, th.t in joint of Do + e they may reſem- 
ble the San, 

2, The potential or materi ill memb 11 to be gathered, muſt in their 
conver/at 04 befaveas the M1ne. 

3. Thu wnort all neitle- ; Preachers and Proeſſirs for all this wil 
be eſteerme 1 of as a company of impe-15 1ent in light-beaded, or 14 Ms 
glorious men ; therifere a rhird ching required, ſhe muſt be _—_ 

reer 
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(6) ; 
either by miracles or by alright done here as an A-mie With bans 
nr, 

3. W: arcue from that 17. cf }-'n, explaincd by the Apoſtle, F-h, 
4+ 4 5. On: body, one ſp rir, 0:2 L.71, on: faich, ons bapti/me , on: Gol 
«n4 Fathcr, &c. whence bric fly thus 3 

Noneare to be taken into the body or externall fellowſhip of the 
faithtull ; but as ſuch are of cn - faith and one ſpirit with them, "tis &- 
vident ; for if it were otber wile, there mult be either 2. budics, or 2, 
ſpirits, 

But civill honeſt men, or men barcly catechiſed have not one ſpi- 
rit, that is, are not endued with ſpirituall graces as the faith(uil are; 
Eryo, they are not to be received wto Churcn f.llowth.p with thems 
both propoſitions inult be aſlcmed unto by luck as wil take Scripture 
tor their rule. 

3. We argue from the third end of garhering churches , which is, 
that memoers already gathered may vc turther built up, thus ; 

W hitfoever doth of its own nature threaten the deſtrution, or 
at l:alt rctard the cr. wth of the whole body ; thit in gatherirg of a 
church is not to be 1uft:red ; but to admit of a mnember not vilitly ho- 
ly, is either todeſtroy the whole, that is, to threaten with deltruction, 
becauſe thetrue meinbers of Cir ff cannot be uterly,tht is to lay,ſpi- 
ritually deſtroy: d, or to hinder aod retard the growth ot other mem - 
bers, therefore 2 (Gixture of Church memb+:rs,cr taking into Churck- 
tcllowſhip ſich as arc not vifibly holy, 1s not to be ſuttirgd, 

The au;ajor will ve cafily granted ; becauſe whatiocver isdonein 2 
Church, mult be done to the edification of all ; when one ſins, all are 
ſcanaalize), 1 Cor. 5.3, Morcover,feverall mearvers in a Church are 
ard uf} oc to that Church whereo! they arc members y IS the mem= 
Cers ina natui all vody , whereot all, evan the wealkclt nub ſer to, 
and be a&tyc tor the whole body, as is plaincly tauphe, 1 Cor, 12, 
R:mm. 12.5, Al th: members of a Charcn thov!d at leaſt vii ly ard 
x74 £9 as they fay , be wiat the for wardelt protefic they are, be- 
caiiic all are2R-9 by the fame fpirit of grace, aid live the faine life { 
faith ; thyy all draw efſence and growth from one mylticall head, even 
as the narurall hczd duth com plcat and aftuate all it*> members, 1 Cor, 
2, Thereiore now of any ny(tic ll memocr want that ſupply of ipi- 
rituali now. fhuent us the Apdlile furtkter teacheth, Epbe/, 4. 15. It 
n: vt nec (ily at lealt retard avd keep vack the growth of the whole 
Loly ; Leitagt can this be underitood of one that outwardly is good, 

| | and 
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and inwardly nnſound, becauſe ſuch hurt none but themlelves; The 
mincr propoſition 1s proved fufticiently from the Church of the Jews, 
where the colineſs of moralliſts, whom the Apoſtle calleth Abrabams 
carnal ted d1d much hind r the growth, and ſcand4liz2 the graces of 
the truly goaly arg themyfce L437. It any will fion the blemiſhe« 
es of the Jew: Church gue avout toathrme, that not withſtanding 
all thoſ.: viemi(h-s, our Savivur did not unchurch them, as ſome doe 
in theſe day-s, fach (hill receive thar anſ yer at the 89 Argument in 
this Treatiie, 19 the mean time it will! not be amiſſs for ſuch as are 
better enliantacd, totakencfor gra::ted, thit the majne Romora, or 
Stop ſh p (if 1 cnzy fo cull it) ofa throvph-ri formation is this uncire 
cumcitcd4 civil honett man, {fore to beroputed 45 a rmenber , and 
Vet by Diviac ordinance 003): not to be, or to be fo reputea;ot whom 
Church gathercrs hive got ro lay 25 our Saviour of the fruitle(] fi2- 
trce, that though it was to be cur downe, yet h: exp+Red truit, and 
goud reaſ m1, brcauſe all this while they wee I's plart ; but of ſuch 
memocrs as theſe in our Churches, Ctriit would have {a1d, or why 
cum" et) it, Duty, wherefore Came it intoth? vineyard? the vincyard was 
no place tor it. 

A four:h Argument for the proofe hereof is taken from the proper 

and ſpec:ficall ra ure of a church, thus, 

That which puttith 10 diff.rence bet weoene the Churches of Chriſt 
and other ſociett;$ and rchipions men whichare inthe world; tht in 
conſtituting an gathering of church m mbers, is not to be admitted ; 
but to alloy of members not viſtoly koly, 1s ro doe this, viz. Tt put. 
tethno d ft-rence bet ween the, hurches of Chriſt, and other religious 
which atc ia the worid, raceetore fuch kind of members ace not to be 
all »we@d, 

Tie m1jor propoſition needeth no proofe , for that there mult be a 
diff :rence ixt ween the cf urches of Chriſt and oth-r men, thar 
religions mult vor oncly © trout the profeffors of it, clic how 
do2 the truce churchs ai wayes cortraft an edium from the 
world, how elf: can that of /ſz. 8. 18, be mad: 00 ! » Bebol4 
1 an1tiv eildrcm whihthng bat g'v am*%, are [it 100n's ard (uv 
wondrrs in Ifratl, I thts dift-rence 0: he not ro be at Io ft 13 £6 (ir 
convert:tions how c20 the » 07h! difchtimethom for thiirs, waa 
belong t - Cinilt, If you wire nf the world, the wolh word t ous 
kt: 0w 4: ; bat I ham choſen yorw05(t F th | w.r'd, t1evefore the wo-ld 
be.t6 you, J0ua 15, 19, *Tis nut their r.ligious that wakes them 
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odiout ; for *cis granted by all parties, that though the religion of 
Chriſt 1s a paradox to carnall mc:n, yet ſuch as toucking prot ls 
on doe often become profeſſors of tl at which before they hated, 
On tor es odrrnnt, gued Aunc amant qni'n que dolent adiſſe 
qued pris 18/\i:rart fauh Angnſtin in point of coriverſion from 
talſe beliefs, neither is it a form cxternall which contri: th it ; 
f.r 10 this profcNlions may 2gree ; Neither 1s it the praQtifc of 
moral duty ; fur it any thing gaineth the worlds aff. tions to the 
church, *is the churches corverſatic n tothe world- ward, thet e, 
fore it mult 5c their zrale and thir aff. tions for heaven, the ime» 
Giate fruit of all neccflary and fpirituall graces, which canſcth 
this batrd from the world, and conf. quently putteth a conltane 
difference bet weere the Churches of Chriſt ard other relivi us 
profeſſors, as our Savic ur fpeakerh, not fimply or ingly of their 
R:!igion, but of the per{ors,whoby the manner of profetiing its 
renCer r: en; ſel. es edi ous, ULecaulc 1 bave choſen you , therctore 
the world katceth you, 

Thee: fumption or tlic viinor prope fition proveth it ſelf ſomething 
too n.anifelily, for fettirg aſide the emy ry and bare title of irfaru bep. 
tiſme, with a little krow lege by rote, which ſeme meetly cateckiled 
in the cEriſftian prof flion my attaine unto; which for cur ofity fake, 
er other ends, a ]: w or a Turke way be fofar principled in, as we for 
the like cds way « to be fecn 11 the knowkeg et the J with Tale 
Hd, or the Twi kiſn Alcorecy, I (ay againe, letiirg thelc things aſide 
which concane the profefiicn it tele, not the profefiors of it, what 
diff-rence row in point of z:ale ard ſuitatie converſation betweere 
Eurdreds of {cmetl.irg more ther; our commen pro'etiors, ard 3n ce 
rſt Iu k ora Juw ; for deth not mecr rature ard weaality tezch men 
to think towethirg reverenily of any thir g they +cccunt fur Religion, 
be the prof: Nivn what it will, are we thin fad ro be riſer v 51h Chriſt, 
20 live the [me life that he lizeah, to be cortir ually «Qed by the {pirir, 
ard all this to have ro mere zevle to our TH: gien hich wepgranther 
ttue,a Ecfiance too) other, thina Turk or a): w Eaveto th us. a: (re, 

A fith 4 gument to prove cur 1wipeſe s 16her, batha pi Aoi & 
comm do, that us to ſay, from that Which is beth prfſible to be dont, and 
beſt ro be dune, this, 

Wharfcever may well be done, ard what it mcſt prcfitalle to! e 
dort,that in a work of weigkt and nicment ought not to bz rag] A d; 


Cut to gather viſivle Saints or nicnibers viſicly koly , is athivg | oth 
Which 


* (9) 


= done, and which is moſt profitable to be done, Ergo 
in ſo weighty a worke it ought not to be negleRed, 

The MWor is ſufficiently evident, becauſe in all our purpoſes and 
undertakings , we ought to go the neereſt and ſpecdiclt way to 
the «fcRing of any thing, much more when *cis of ſpeciall 
weight and concernment. 

The mi.or propoſition is proved by parts s Firſt, That it may 
be done ; and this, firſt, from the power the true Church hath cvcr 
had, both in taking in, and cilting out of Mcmbers. All do grant, 
Papiſts, Lutherans, and others, that the Church Govcrnours, rightly 
qualificd, do receive from Gods Spirit a power of diſcerning Meam- 
bers WwErthy and unworthy , as farre as concerneth the canſticution 
of a viſible Member ; leavirg tte inner man to God ; <lſe what uſe 
of the keyes ; why ſhould that bold bound in hezv.n, and looſed in 
heaven, which by them is bcund and looſed on cxrth ? Moreover, 
that which makes them known to the world, may eafily make them 
known one to another, or to ſuch as can better judge ; But the viſt» 
ble holinefle is known in part tothe world, therefore farre ſooner to 
ſuch as have better judgements, Zohn 13.19. By this ſhall al men know 
that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have love one roWWards another, Further- 
more, of one and the ſame thing, there is the fame reaſon and conſi- 
deration 3 But it 15 granted by all parties, one and other , who pre» 
feſſe the Chriſtian Religion , Thar holinefle may viſibly or probably, 
(which is enough for the conſtitu-irg of a Church- member) appent © 
in ſome; why not in cthers alſo; ſince holinefſe, whereverit is,is to fin 
and corruption, as light is to d:rinefle, or as life to death ; the for- 
mer common ſcnſe teacheth may be diſcerned; why ſh. uld not faith 
alſodiicerpe ſuch qualified Members ; therefore out of all doubt or 
queltion it 1s a thing may be done. 

Tke ſixth Argument is drawn from the great benefit which will 

come of fuch a qualified Church-gatherit g, thus : 

Whatſocv:r docs molt anger and falt the corrup: ions of men, and 
ſo diſpoſcth them to a bleflcd care, that is the belt way, and likclicſt 
to do molt good 3 But this doth the gathering of ſuch qual tied mem- 
bers, it doth niolt anger and ſalt mens corruptions, Ergo, it is a ne- 
cflary medium to cure men of thr mzladics of fin, and conſequently 
a moſt profitable worke. 

The m4jor Prepoſitiop will be granted , without further proofe, 

becauſe all that are taught of God , > know , that though to anger 
men 
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men fimply, may prove ſcandalous ; yet to anger mens corruptions 
15 proficable to diſpoſe them to repentance. 

The Minor, which is, that the takiog of viſible Szines, onely in- 
to Church-fcllowſhip, have moſt angered the world , is proved di- 
verfly ; firſt, from that which hath been done , the converſion of 
ſoules, and gathering of Churches ; ſecondly , that which js daily 
done for this end and purpoſe. 

| For thefirſt, what other worke provoſted the envy of Chriſt and 
his Apoftles malignant Countrymen, then the eff:uall work: of 
their preaching , to the gathering of men into an holy ſociety and 
fraternity among themſelves ? It is granted by all that are godly, that 
for matter of DoArine , carnall men have alwaies lyen datke unto 
it, they have not known what hath been preached, neither have they 
had either the wiſdome, or the patience to enquire or ex1mine, but 
when by a neceſſary ſeparation and withdrawing from their commy- 
nioo, the godly made a Charch among themſclves , and went about 
to ſave themſelves from a froward generation , this was the worke 
which madded them ; fee for this Afts.the fecnod,, and forty, 
and forty one, compared with the Rulers carriage As 4, 2, had 
not the people by a ſacred Chnarch-communion been ſubj:& to have 
been drawne from them, they would no doubt have been far more 
inoderate towards the Apoſtles, ſee A#719.16, it was the peoples 
turning from darkneſſe to _ , and gathering from into x Set, as 
they called it among themſelves, which ſo much angred them, 

Secondly, we argue from that which is daily done by the courſe 
of an ordinary Miniſtery. 

What Preachers ſoever have in a blameleſſe and warrantable way 
provoked moſt contumely and — from tte wicked world ; 
theſe are they w!p have convert:d moſt,znd done moſt good by their 
preaching; bur ſuch as hav? ſto01 moſt for viſible holinefle in Church 
Members, have contrated to them molt cbntnnely and obluquy 
from the wicked world ; therefore theſe are they who have conver. 
ted moſt, and done molt good by their preaching. Daily experiment 
will prove the Minor ; Let a Miniſter never ſo well gifted be of this 
jadgement , That any may be received into Church- commumon, 
who live honeſtly, and can anſyrer to x Catechize, and what ſtore of 
Converts will they have. : ; 

The ſzventh Argument is from pregnancy of Scriptue, for this 
purpoſe, of a lawfull and neceflary ſeparation from the world in 
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Whatſoever opinion or praRice do make void the authority and 
r:i1eof Scripture ; that opinion, or that praftice is not by any rrue 
Belcever to beimbraced ; but to receiveany other into Church fel- 
lowſhip, then ſuch as are vilioly holy,does make yoid the Authority 
__— of Scripture ; therefore ſuch kinde of praiſe is not 
lawfull. 

The Major Propoſition is eaſily granted, 

The Minor is thus proved, 

W tatſoever opinion or praiſe do ſend us from the plaine, lite- 
rall, and Gramatica!l ſenſe of the Scripture, to the gloſles and un» 
certaine conjeures of men , that of neceſſity muſt make void the 
authority and rule of Scripture;z but to make any other Church 
Members, then ſuch as are viſibly holy, doth this, wiz. It ſendeth us 
from the plaine, literall, and grammaticall ſenſe of Scripture, to the 
various gloſſes and conjeures of men, Ergo. 

The afumption is cafily proved from Eſay 52. 11. 2 Cor.6.17, as 
Many a3 are Of opinion, that that Scriprure, and thelike, are to bz 
underſtood of Idolators, tl.at we ought not to mingle with them 
in their vine Superſtition, and Will-worſhip, if they go no fur- 
ther, they mult come ſhort of the true meanipg of the Spirit in ſuck 
Scriptures , becauſe Idulatry is but one fort and kinde of unclean» 
pefle ; but that in Z/ay forbids all, ſaying, Touch no unclean thing, 
Wherce wecome to d. mard to be reſolved io two things z Firlt 
what it is to touch any thing unclean ? Secondly, whether civill ho- 
neſty, or toſpcake more properly , whether civill Morall men, al» 
though they are skill'd roanitwer a Catechize, whether ſuch be nat 
for all that, as yet in a [tate of uncleanrefl. ? co both which demands 
3, ye receive arcfolution from Scripture, fiſt mcn tc uch not one- 
ly, in 111 ing a0d wir glivg withthem in their evill works, but to cat 
the Sacrament with them, 26 1 Cor. 6. 4/3, with, tt chnonot to eat; 
th43 cannot be naderltood of the other kinde of cating, which is1 
granted by the Apcſtle to be lawfull, when he faith, Ttat arlerwi/e 
we ſhowld go forth of the world. To be tamiliarly acquainted with 
civ4ll honclt men, and to invite futh, and id them welcome to our 
Table, I ſuppoſe no wie man will 1ay the centrary ; but to have 
Church fellowſhip with them, bercat many fcruple, and that for 
good cauſe z Secondly, ſuppuſc that che caung there mentioned , 18 
meant of acivill, and not a Sacramientsll cating, yet the Sacramen« 
tall is meant alſo, and vut cxcluded 3 which gage pur Piclates as 
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much out as they were, in the adminiſtration of Church D:ſcipline; 
firſt,to forbid th: ſacramentall,and then when the grexter excommu. 
nication came forth, to forbid the other kinde of eatihg z for the like 
purpoſe isRev.2.19 20. All will grant,that Miniſters are not forbiden 
toſuffer ſuck tocome and heare. therefore Ephe/ws Angels fin was in 
fuffcring ſuch to partake of the Ordinances, in way of {p:ciall com. 
munion. For the proofe of the ſecond, Whether civill men be not 
in a ſtare of uncleanneſſe, I appeale to the conſciences of all ſuch as 
are taught of God. ; ; 

« Ancighth Argument for the proofe of this purpoſe, is from the 
manif:{t and certain diff:rence which ought to be cet ween the 
Jew and the Gentile, thns : 

Whatſoever bclief or praftiſe do confound the Synagogue of the 
Tewes, with the Churches of the Gentiles , that beliet or praRtice 
1s not lawfull ; But to take in Crurch Members, ſachas are not 
viſibly holy, doth this, It confoandeth the Syra2ocu: of the [ewes 
with the churches of the Gentiles; therefore to take in ſuch ſort of 
church m:mbers, is not lawfall. 

That theſe two churches ought not to be confounded . but appa- 
rently to diff-r, we have Scripture to confirme it, as Rom. 3.1. the 
Jewcs are priviledged much every way «b »ve the G.ntiles, ard the 
covenant,and the promiſes, and the glory,voeclonged to theſe ; not fo 
properly to the Gentiles, Rem. 9. 4. And what greater priviledge 
could there be, next to that of inticriting the Kingdome of heaven, 
hen to be a church m-mber, ſo farre as to the partaking of all the 
priviiedges, proper and peculiar to that Nation ; and yet to be 
unholy at leaſt , if not outwardly profane ; therefore all of that 
Nation, both one and another, were forced to an out ward circd:n* 
cifion ; whence, though never ſo unworthy, they were yet {tiled the 
children of the Kingdome, children and fonnes of Abraham, who 
onely had right to the childrens bread. The ten Tribes , as corrupt 
as they w-re, and as great Apoltates from their God, were for all 
this, [tiled Gads people, the Nation whom he would owne above 
all Nations in the Faith, Amor 3. 1,2, thus was it with the true 
Olive, and the cauſe of this kinde of 1ndulgence was, that 
they might bee placed among the Nations, as = candle or a 
lanthorne in a darke place : It was requiſite that all they , the 
church being then ſo (mall, it was neceflary that this people, every 
one of them, ſhould by thoſe mary carnall ordinances & ceremonies 
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which they held forth be ſome light to the world ; but now f(ince the 
calling of the Gentiles, the Church being ſpread tarre and neare, *tis 
not needfull that every one that profetſ.ch Chriſt ſhould goe for a 
memb.r, becauſe men doe not now ſtand in need of ſuch qualified 
members ; therefore when Malachie propheſieth of this diffcrence 
which (mould be for tim? to come; he telleth us that the Gentilesſhould 
offer a pure off-ring ; we d:mand then in what {.nce pure? Firſt did 
not the Jew offer according to the preſcript of Moſes Law ? if other- 
wiſe, how came they then to be ſo much upbraided by thoſe (tri obs 
ſcrvances , as E/ay the firlt, and the ſixty fixt, Chapter, Secondly, 
were there not many truly godly amongſt them ? why then js it taid 
that the Gentiles ſhould off-r a pure vff ring which the Jewes 614 n 1? 
therefore weare here to underſtand a figure, in this phraſe, of a pure 
cf-ring, whichis a Mctonimie of the adjun&t : the cfi:ring being 
put for the offerers ; thus food was by the Avoltle cal.e1 pure or ime 
pure, accotding to the purity or impurity of ſuchas received it, 7%. 
ew the firſt and laſt, So the word of God is ſaid to ;row , becauſe 
twas an ioftrument of growth to ſome ; thus the Gentiles were to of- 
fer a pure cf:ring , not in ſubſtance tut in the circumſtance cf the 
perſons, when all as farre as humane judgment 1n way of charity 
could diſcerne were to be outwardly and viſibly holy. 

A ninth Argument is taken from the great fcandall which will fol. 
low ſuch kind of Church gathering as have been hitherto ge= 
nerally praiſed , thus ; 

W hatſoev.r doth of it {elfe, and in its owne nature ſcandalize men 
from becomming the true ſcryants of Chriſt, that in gathering of 
Church Members is not to be praQtiſed, but to take Mcinbers 10to 
Church-ellowſhip ro: viſibly holy, is ro ſcandalize men from bes 
comming the true ſervants of Chriſt ; ergo to gather Mcmbers nut 
viſibly holy is not to be praiſed, 

The Major Propoſition being grant. d. 

The Aſſumption or Minor is thus proved. 

Whatſcever cauſeth or maketh one not yet reg:nerate , not to {ce 
an abſolute eccflity of being regenerate and birne a new, that 15 1t 
wh.ch doth ſcandalizc men from becomming -the truc fer varits of 
Chriſt, tut to take in Members not enducd, th at is to fay , nut pro- 
bably-, at leaſt endued with viſiole holinefſe. doth this 14dels:er. it 
blindeth men and lettcth them not to'ec an abſclute neccflity of reve- 
ncration z ergo, to take in Men not viſibly holy duth ſcandal ze 

Wicn 


(14) 
Wen from becomming the true ſervants of Chriſt, 

Both Propoſitions are apparent by inſtance , as thus ; Take one 
meetly catechiſed in the principles of the Chriſtian Religiop , let 
ſuch an one make an hiftoricall narration of his fairh ; ſuch as if the 
Devills were put to it , Saint James faith they could doe the like, but 
now for zeale and inward :f#.ion to that he krowcth (God wort ) 
nothing is 10 be diſcerned by ary judicicus Chriſtian, to make him 
hope that in the judg:ment of charity ſuch an one is a regenepate 
Chriſtizn , let tHis mcere outſide and formall Profeffor not withſtand. 
ing be admitted and altowed of for a Church member, whereby he 
apprehendeth according to the old and blinde belicf that he is a mem- 
der of Chriſt , the child of God, and an inherttor of the Kirgdome of 
Heaven ( and to ſpeak as*tis, wt at elſe does the aRuall receiving of 
any into Church communion but preſuppoſe all this) as farre as con. 
cerneth the ſatis'2Rion of others, 2nd that commonly which fatisficth 
others, deludeth him by D——_— a qualifizd Member believe thac 
he is the very ſame that others take him for ) I fay therefore the fonn- 
dation of Church fellowſhip being thus laid, I:t the Miniſter now 
according to his dnty, and the ſpirit of holinefle God hath given him, 
notwithftand ingall this, preſſe hard for inward far Rity , let him m 
me:tkneſſe and in the demorſtrationof the Spirit {ct and prove unto 
him b+ pregnant 1nd undeniable ſcriptures that to be an heir of heaven, 
we mutt rrul; lco e after nceonly an evtward f I .wſhip with men, 
bu'f:n inward communion with God alfo ;1H1ay,let ſuch de Rtrines as 
the 1c be preſ'ed and applyed , how wu 1:4 fuch an one ah cady conceited 
that he isa child cf God, as he is a Church Member, put off the encr- 
gieand efge (if 1 may fo fpezk ) ofthelemore inward marks of que- 
lificaticn for Heaven, with ſuch fallacies ard pwrcolegitir es 35 theſe 
are, how that we ſhonld doe ſo indeed , and twere well if we c uld 
doe as the Miniſter preacheth 3 God forgive ue, we all come ſhot of 
what we ſhould due, and the Miniſter pood emzn wc. vid kave ns all 
doc well, and thus our ovtfide m:orall formal.ft pate bh «ff the mcſt 
neceſfari- n:ſtruQtions as cf all others which ar- marks of falyation, 
with I know not what is fitting oncly ard expedient to be done, 
whereas \t inch a1 one be admitted, onely 25 an hearer , and kept 
as it were atthe thr:ſhold of the Church, ard be told by the Mini- 
lter , and that he ſees the Miniſters coArine in this particular, to be 
followed and ſeconded by a Church praQtife, that he ought as well to 

be taught of God as of men, and that he guſt be diſccrucd by fome 
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(19) 
better able then kimfe'fe to have ſomein ward touch,and to have an af- 
feRion at 1. alt probably to what he profeſſeth, this may bappily ſtar- 
tle luch an one, and make him to have other conceits for Heaven, 
and may by the gracecf God, nat onely gaine him to be an outward 
= q__s but to be an inward and true member of Chriſt 
eſus. 

A tenth argument to prove our purpoſe is taken from the ſuff-r- 
} in; ſack Churches, as were alrcady planted by the Apoſtles, in 
| thoſe corruptions they after fall into ; thus, 

Whatſoever was unlawfull in Churches for ſuffering 1 nqualified 

Members that was cnough to have kept them from being taken 

in at firſt ; bu! Churches have been alwayes threatned, and re- 
provel for ſuff-ring unqualified M:mbers ; Ergo twas enough ro 
have kept them from being taken in at filt ; both propoſitions 
are ſuffi.jently maniicft, 

The ſ:qucl of the Major r<l'eth upon theold axiome, ſicat /e res has 
bet in efſe fic in ozerars , moreover, common reaſon doth d. Aaie 
what ought not , or what is found unlawfull at lalt, was firſt nnlawe« 
tull, 
| Tt.e Minor Propoſition is pregaant Scripture, 2s in the Reve'a:i09; 
and where alſo is no difficulty in matter of ſence, 2s all will grant, 
net onely the Members chemſclves are reproved and threatned 3 but 
the Churches alſo whereof they were Members (or (ufftcring ſuch, fre 
Reye!ation the ſecond and fourteenth and twenti:th verſes, alſo Corse 
rhians the fiilt, the fiſth and the ſixth Chspters, when the Apoltle 
telleth us that & /itr/e [ear en [61in entth the nwhole lump ; Whither 2 
well catechiſed Moralilt have purged cut his old l:aven, and become 
anew lumpe, with ſome that are more uriverially conſcientious, 
let that be lcit to the ſcanning of all that are wiſe to Salvation. 

Theeleventh Argument is taken from the danger of confonnding 

the infi mities of the faithfull, with the vices of unregen.rato 
men, thus ; 

The taking in of Members other then ſuch as are viſibly godly, doe 
confound the infirmitics of the regenerate, w 1h the vices of the unre- 
generats ; FE» go, ſuch a Church-gatberingis not lawtull z the corſce 
quent I ſupp-le to be (trong enough without further proofe ; Who is 
it profi fling the Goipcl ard zeale to the Chiifiur Religion, will not 
»fiirme that whatſocver cauſeth conſulion tn the Church\, ſpecially as 
to the right frame aud conltitution of it, is to be Chanacd as rocks - 
os - 


(16) 
Sea? conſidering what the Apoſtle faith, Corinthian the firſt,the four- 


tenth and eigth, If the Trumpet give ag uncertaine ſound who ſhall 


12repare himlelfe to battell ? And though ſuch doe mainely run the 
hazard of confounding things , who negleR fincere and faithfull 
preaching, according to that in the ſecond of Fx hit, Semnt of man 1 
bave made thee « Watch m 1n, &-c, yea, the moſt inward teaching to a 
regenerate underſtanding is no idle or uncertaine ſourd , becauſe ſuch 
45 ave ſjietwall'dee ſavonr the things of the Spirie, Rom. the $:b. and 
the ſixth, yet orc inary experience will make it out for a truth, hat 
as in Armies mirpling of Colours , or Trumpets unskillfull found, 
- 11{o ina Church mixture of Members unqualificd doe breed contu- 
10P, 

Therefore the Antecedent which I confcſſe ſhould have been firſt 
confirmed neece h moſt proofe ; vice'i:er, How this mixt gather- 
ing do confourd the it firmities of the ore with the vices Of the or! er, 
and for a cle:rcr eviction in this particular ; we thus argue, That 
whatſoever it is which maketh the by-ſtander or third perſon to think 
and believe tFat the infirmities of the one and the vices of the other 
to ariſe from one roote and fountaine ; videlic:rs from an heart affet- 
ed with thelove of fin, that is it which doth by an unhappy ſcanda)l 
confound the vices of the unregenerate with the infirmitics of the 
faithſull ; but the mixt gathering of Church- Members doth this ; it 
cauſcth the by ſtander or third perſon , or any one that is unregenc= 
rate, tothink that their vices and the believers irfirmities dee p ro» 
cecd from oneand the fame roote and fountaine, which is to ſay, trom 
an heart in'ctcd with the love of ſing Erge, 

Both Propoſitions are apparent, for if the Preacher be required by 
Gods Lay, to ſet forth the diff:rence bet ween theſe to the people, ac« 
coroiog to thoſe divine {.ntences in the Epiltl: of John, 7 hat be that 
# boyne of God cannot {.n11, that js, cannot love it , for fo as doe all 
unregenerate men 1n one k1nd or other; And he that i4 borne of God 
keeperh bimfelfe, and that Withd or toucke:h him not , that 15, 
though he nay by a temptation ve out wardly foyled, yerit the ſeed of 
God remaineth in his hcait, as it doth in the regenerate, cannot be 1n- 
warcly infecd ; I lay zgaine, if it be required of the faithfull Mini- 
{ter thus farre, to ſet theſe at a diſtance in his preaching and inftruftt- 
ons; what good to one, efpecialiy 17 the dregs of : nature will acrew : 
when by this moſt wholſ»ine, and no lefſe nece ſary ſeparation , he 
{:eth not that generally praiſed in matter of Church Diſcipline, 


which is held forth by the Miniſter, Now 
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Now tofiluſtrate the trath of the M\mr Propoſition, tak? it thus ; 
Suppoſe two Members to b: taken 1n one « meere Formaliſt, another 
a ſihcer? hearted Chriltian 3 The ficlt, videlicer, the Formalift, we will 
{uppoſe him to be endued firſt with all endowm<n's of nature, $2» 
condly, with a'l civill and morall education, which will cauſ: a ge. 
nerous :n{ noble depurtment of hio:fclf to others, Thirely, all Chri- 
(tian accompliſhmen:s, as farre as concerneth the exaXt knowledge 
of the Pcinciples of Religion. Fourthly, adde here unto a profperous 
and uſuail concurrence ot all carthy happineſſs, where,through bis gra- 
cious and glorious abilities to the ont ward view, doe not only gaine 
him reſpeRfrom men, but theſe are molt commonly cxewpt from, 
and not often ſubjeR to thoſe miſcrable provocations,and other ſtraits, 
the poorer and yer fiacerer Chrilt|ans are ſubjeR to, & here n is they 
are appointed to ſufter, Theſſ. the firſt the 3.d and the 34, and is in this 
life toreccive thar cvill things, Zute the 16, and 25, though now 
this our glorious brother , both in his owne cyes, and in the eycs of 
ſuch as are like to him is the only Profeſſor ; yet here will be the que. 
ſtion, whither ſuch an on? ought to be taken in for a Church. Member? 
neither ſpeak I this to exclude ſnch as are Saints and may have theſe 
endowmeats, becauſe Gd bath ehoſen (ome both rich 41d noble , and 
wi/e, (asthe Apoftle (p:aketh)in the 1. Cor. cb42.1,v. 26, but this I fay, 
whither ſuch gvith all theſe who arethonght to be forward enongh 
10 protcfiion for Heaven, I fay againe, whither thoſe outward and 
former qual ficat ons are enough. Secondly , on the orte: fide, let 
another be taken in unfurniſhed of a | this gooqly. trapping, his birth 
meanz*his breeding according,and iis knowledge chicfly in any points 
of tziph concerntaent ſuitable; adde to this happily a cra5bed & teachig 
nature, which is often rendred far more odtous, not onely by the cun. 
nin? and {u"tile wice drawing of ſome felfe-plealing Phariſce , who 
ordinarily carrics about him a —_— elaſſe, as it were to put 
others faults in, which makes them ſeeme much bigger then they are, 
but views his owne at a far greater diltance. 

Adde morcover a too of:en, and unhappy, and forced ſubjeRion to 
all, both domeſtique and forreigne [trviges and miſecies, which in 
this life mult be the Saints portion, all that this Brother huth to com- 
mend kim either toGod or man,is an hcarty zeale and affcRion to that 
he knoweth, his judgement is often weakehis belt aRions through the 
poyſonous venim of naughty tongues, wreſted, diſgraced, and diſpa- 
raged ; thus brother for all the prejudice and hard cenſure he mects 
with trom carvall men, is yet in the judgment of all true diſccroas 


A twelfth argument is4aken from the errors which have been in 
former Church-vuilders, thus x 

Whatſoever miſcarilzge in Church. building, and gathering 
Chrrch memLCers, have come in amongt men , through crrour of 
D-Rrine, that ought not now in our time of reformation to be pra« 
Rilcd z but to gather Church-ine.nters, other -h:n of (uch as are 
v (ibly holy , doth this, it mago'fi:th and ſetteth up errors of D,- 
Arine, and miltakes of tormer 8g:S ; Ergo, arc not now tobe pra- 
Aid. 

The major I ſuppoſe will be unJeniably granted. The Mi- 
nor is proved by inſtance, wide conce-ning Baptiſmez the Do. 
Arina avout nut onely the eſſe , but the abſolute necelity of Infants 
Baptiſme, have ( 3Sit is knowne toall ) beene the cauſe in former 
agcs, of taking every one into Churctetcllowſhip, witneſle the Pri- 
mitive times, if we may call them Primitive , wherein A«- 
guſtine , Ambroſe, Chryſoſtome , the Gregoryr, and ſuch famous 
worthies lived, it is well known to all who have read their works, 
that thoſe moſt godly and ze:lous Worthies, not having the Light 
which we have, did unaninouſl; hold , that Biptiſme made Infants 
Chriſtians, and that children uubaptized could not be ſaved, Neither 


* in this Tenent do the Papilts at all erre from the DoRtrine of the An» 


tients Suleable, though kappily not the ſame altogether, was the E- 
piſcopall Tenenr, That Baptiſme was not onely a ſeal as circumciſi= 
on was$(to which this of Baptiſme ſucceeded)but a mans allo to re- 
ceive _ : whence it war g:ucrally believed , thaz Infants did re- 
ceive ſncha tinRure, ſuch an indelgle charaRer and ſtamp of ho» 
lineſſe in the Ordinance, that mens particular failings (as thy called 
them ) though this were no other then groſfſe fin, did no whit un» 
cbriſtianize, but a little blemiſh their Chriſtianity z Whence milli- 
ons are fo beſotted,that they believe, that as their fathers and mothers 
in the courſe cf nature, have made them m2n and wo men , the Mi- 
niſter at the Font made them Chriſtians. Now if all upon this notion 
were taken in for Church-members , a2d the grourd of all this, in 
theſe dayes of I:ghc, be foun1 extrea nly faulty, what reaſon but the 
building, on ſach an unſure foundation ereRted , ſhould be now de- 
moliſhed ; and other and better Mecibers, upon fur ther Guſpelldif- 
cov:ries, to be taken in, 
Toe thirteenth Argumznt is teken from the preat ſcandall which a 
Chure1 otherwiſe gathered giveth our adverſaries the Pa» 
{ pills, thur: 


(17) 
That which maketh the Proteſtants juſtly excepted againſt, ana 
taxed by the Papiſts, tobea company of groſſ and Athieſticall Liber- 
tines, that is not by any means to be allowed; but to gather a Church 
of common Proteſtants, or of ſuch as are but barely catechiled, is to 
make all Proteſtants, by the Papilts, to be ſo accounted. Ergo, to gu” 
ther members of other, than of ſuch 8s are vilibly holy , s not to 
allowed, 

The major being granted, 

The minor is thus proved. 

Thar Profeſſion, the profeflors whereot doe come fhort of Papiſts 
in point of praiſe , as touching the Religion, they protefle; that pro- 
feflion doe [candalize the Papiſts, and cenſcquently gives chem cauſe 
to thinke, that all ſuch proteſſors, are but groffe andAcheilticall Li- 
bertines ; but this doe a mixture , in gathering Church-members, it 
makes them come ſhore of Papilts, in point of praftiſe, as couching 
the Religion they profelſe. Erge, it makes the Papilt co think, thac 
the Proteſtants are a company of grofſe and Atheiſticall Libertines,and 
conſequently , ſach a Charch-gachcring is-not to be allowed. 

The major being granted, 

The minor is proved by inſtance, viz. By comparing the common 
proteſtant and the papilt rogerher, in practicall part of Religion, in 
which, ef cheſe molt religious forwardnels , is to be diſcerned ;-and 
to begin with the papiſts, let him be but mecrly catcchiſed in the 
principles of his owne Religion, he hath , in many things , the ſtart 
and precedeney above the common proceſtant. Firlt, 1n matcer” of 
underſtanding, itis more furniſhed by far, (1 fay not betrer:) As for 
the coummon proteſtant, he is ſcen but in his Creed ; whereas the o- 
ther is taughe in the doArine of 7 Sacraments. Secondly, his belicte 
is racked, and ſcrewed up to a farre higher pitch than 'is the Prote- 
ſtants, who is ordinarily accuſed, and thought of by them, to be a 
company of brutiſh and nacurall men, to goe nofurther in their be- 
licfe, then to ſence and reaſon, as in mattcr of their carnall preſence, 
Thirdly, the papiſt will doe much more for his profeſſion, that the 
common ſort ot proteſtants will doe for theirs, As for the pupilt, he 
will yeeld his ourward man to faſting, and all kind of pennance; arid 
his heart, and inward man , though to an erroneous, yet to an auri- 
cular confcflion : whereas the common proteſtant, makes his rcligi* 
on to conliſt (for the moſt part) in the bare deniall of all this. Bur, 
will ſome objeR 3; And doe _—_ hely Saint you oye 

y 
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denie all theſe > We anſwer. Yea, or clſc he cannot bein his belief, 
any orher than a Papiſt, or worſe. But now oblerve, and yeec ſhall ſec 
theſe may term members (as farre as the judgment of charicie will 
to 


give chem have that by vertue of a ſpeaall and inward call, 
or Which, thg Papiſts doe undertake all cheſe works : For ler papilts 
bur retain the crus dorine of rheir relizion, and they are cauzlc char 
all che Sacraments ſcrve but as means to convey co (uch as are jn 
grace (ro ſpcake in their owne phraſe) and that by vertue of that they 
call a farderall Covenant, as infant Biptiſmez where the parcy bapti- 
zcd cannot ponere objcems ; or to ſuch as cither retaine, or ac lealt re- 
cover, their firſt grace. Now, | lay, if chis holy vilibly member, can 
wrarantably prove (as he tnay well) how thac God worketh, both 
how, and when, and where he pleaſerh : without theſe, he hach, both 
in his belicf, and Life alſo, proved himſclt ro be more excellent than his 
neon » Which is the ſuperſtitious Papift , and the common 
oreſtant. 


T he fourteemth Argument «© taken from the —_—_ which wn- 
qualified members doe-bring upon members better qualified, 
thus : | 


Whatſoever cauferh the gifts and graces of the beſt qualified to be 
miſ- called , and miſ-cenſared , or miſ{-conltraed , thar ia gathering 
Chuch-members, is not to be praiſed; but co take in members nor 
viſibly koly, canſeth the gifrs and graces of che beſt qualificd, ro be 
miſ-conſtrued, and ill ſpoken of, Ergo, the taking in members into 
Church-felowſhip , nor viſibly holy , is not to be practiſed. 

The ww4joy propoſition being granted; 

The minor is thus proved. 

Whatſoever makes thegifts and graces of the beſt qualified co be 
counted of the non-diſccrning , , and more then need : or, 
Which is worſe, a deſire ro be ſeene above others, that makes their 

races to be miſ-called and miſ-conſtraed 3 Bur the raking in of mem» 
ers not viſibly holy, doth rhis ; ir makes the gifs and graces of the 
beſt qualified, ro be counted of the non-diſceramg , ſuperfluons , and 


more then need; or, Which is worle, it makes them to be counted of 
ſuch non-diſcerniog ſpirits, to deftre only to be ſeen above others. Er- 
£0, t take in ſirch kind of members, is not lawfall. 
| Both propoſiciens will be ſoonc gramed , if we conſider he 
0 
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old axiome, frufira fit ur4 qued fiers potmit vriova ; for 
exunplc, i f T howsas,and fo or 7 RN A _ for Church 
Mcmbers, for their more excelleat endowments of viſible holinefle ; 
and Robert, and James, and Fobs to be diſcerned onely by their more 
kearclels profeſſion, upon thoſe cafie and common qualifications alſo 
to be taken in ; will not now the more part and worſer (there being 
greater (tore of theſe Members then of the other) make the better patr 
and thefewer to be di , and to have more then need in their 
profeſſion above the reſt": and thus all things ſhall return again to 
their old Chaos; lodoing wethall not onely ſad the hearts of ſuch 
whom the Lord hath not ſadded, bur as much as io us lies, we ſhall 
fruſtrateand make void, all the blood that hath been ſhed, all the la- 
bour, oile,and caſt ( if I may fo —_— that have been ſpent for the 
effcRing, and perfeRing # through reformation ; tor ſince tis granted 
by all _— both Epiſcopall, Presbyrterianand others, that in mat- 
ters of doftrine Proteftants doe agree, ifthis marter and way of ſe- 
perating the precious from the vile, be (not by all Parties who deſite 
a rcformation ) more puntaally ſtood upon. 'What will at lengeh 
come of all that hath been done? for if weallow ofany other way, 
we malt mike Church Members ſpecially, and (peeifically conſider'd ; 
that is, as they and in relation co a viſible Church, to confift as well 
of civill and morall men, as of the beſt qualified ; and in ſodoing we 
ſhall not onely inthe building of Gods Houſe, together with gold, 
and filver, up dirt, and clay, and {tubble, bur make the ſtate ic 
ſelf, and all che crue ſubjects roica jeere, and a ſcorn to the Malignant 
adverſary, toſfay of our = reformers, that they wonld have refor- 
med if they could have found matter: yea, will not Fellermine hint- 
{{lfe, that great Sticklerin rhe Church of Rowe, ſhake hands with us 
inour rcformation ? whotels ns, that co be inwardly qualified, that is, 
beſide bare pet: flion, to have fome worke of the ſpirit apon them, 
is no eſe, or neceſſary requifite of aChurch Member, provided they be 
Catholiques of rae Romiſh Edytion z/ and fo ſuch kind of intruders 
_ let in,all will jo time come to ſay of things brought again to thefr 
old bias, as Captains and Lievtenanrs doe in martialling cheir Soul- 
diers, faces about, and as yce were. Who therefore endued wich any 
meaſure of zeale tor God, will notify his chonghrs abhor, and in tus 
wg as farre eoncerns him m his place, endeavour to keep of, and 
xp out ſuch a mcdly in Gods Church, leaſt otherwiſe ancicnc poſ- 
ſeflion doe (as it did in all the Biſhops time ) claim cuſtome add pre- 
D 2 ſcription ; 
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ſctiption/z to ſay, to the beſt gifted and graced in our, Charches x a3 
once Iſrael (aid ro their zealous brethren on the other ſide Jorday, 
Zoſonah the 22. trom the 23. verſe tothe 29. The putting up ofa ci- 
vill morall brother, will in time pull down the Altar of diſtn:.Rion, 
berwcen a viſible *3int, and a Morallift : And he that now happily, 
whuyle theſe times of reformation laſt , be that was hardly the foor, wilt, 
if uffer'd to intrude, in ſhort tine fo become the head, that he will 
alcogethcr ſhoulder out che ocher, So far the fourteenth Argumene, 


T he fifteenth eArgument is drawne from the calting of the fewes, 
the maner of their converſion, and their deportment when they 
are called : | hus, . 


All ſuch as gather Churches onght in the gathering of their Mem- 
bers, to follow the belt example, cither of Charches alrcady gathered, 


. or of ſuch as ſhall becertainly gathered at Chriits ſecond comming : 


bur if we take in for Members ſuch as are nor viſibly holy, we cannor- 
follow theſe kind of examples, ehcrefore totake in fuch unqualificd 
Members, is not lawfull. _ 

As to the proofe of themajoy propoſition, tis not only jure diving 
but eccleſiaſtico, er parlimentars, tor tis the ſumot our covenant 
in our worke of reformation, in it to follow the examples of the 
beſt reformed Churches, 

The minor « proved by inſtance , we herein fellow not the example 
and prattiſe of the Fewiſh Church when it ſhall be called, 

Ergo fakes (hall inheric 7#d4ab, for all ages, ſoall be all righteous, 
Eſay the bo.and 21. Eſay the 61, and 9g. T hey fall be known among 
the nations, and therefore among themſelves, E/ay the 5 32. and the 1, 
the Whole ſubject of the Revelation (ſerting-the judgements aſide 
which are to be poured upon Antichriſt ) concernerh the vifible holi- 
nefie,: and earthly glory of chat Church, when they ſhall becalled ac- 
cording to the belt interpreters of thyg{cripture, See Revel.the 21.and 
237. Revel. the 22, 4nd 14, All chat will beobjefted is,that well may 
thar Church be pure when Chriſt himſelte ſhall purge itby his per- 
ſonall preſence with it ; for that purpole, ler us therefore carry till that 
time come, becauſe we arenot able to doe as Chriſt can, when ke 
ſhall come again. To which we anſwer, That we are by the word, 
and by the ſpirit inabled, co doe in meaſure what Chriſt ſhall perform 
at that day; for it is not required, thatall wicked men be (hut our in 

| ftaty 


(41) 
flats quo : the beſt reformed Churches muſt allow of hypocrites which 
not diſcovered can dec no harme to a Church, whatloever harm they 
doe them(clves ; what rhough B:dyers skins covered the Tabernacle, 
yer being dicd red they were uicfall, Leviticiw the 27. and laſt, What 
thoughthe brazen Sca was born up by Oxen , yet cheir hinder parts, 
that is to fay, their parcs more uncomely were inward : fo though 
Hypocrites will 3etin while they are not diſcovered, may be of excel- 
lent uſe. 50. farre this 15, Argument; tending to ſhew the necef- 
ſity of Church gathering,trom the Fewes when they hall be called. 

The Sixteenth Argument is drawn from the great ſcarre and 

ſcandall which will otherwiſe flurre the repmtation of one of 
thoſe confiderable Parties, from which thoſe who are called the 

godly Party doe ariſe : Thus, 
Whacſoever objeRerth the reformers of Religion,cicher to the ſcorn 
and derifion of the unreformcd, or themſelves, to unbrotherly ccn- 

{uring one of another; that in gathering Church Members isnot to by 
praftiſed ; bur to gather Church Members of any other, then (ſuch 1x 
are vilibly holy,doth this. Ic vbjeRtech che reforiners of Rehigiog, cis 
ther to the ſcorn and dcrifion of ſuch as ere unreformed, or hams 
ſelves tothe unbrocherly ccnſuring one of another ; Erge,fuch a £4- 
thering Church Members is not lawtull. 

The m4jor propoiition is vali4 without exception, it we prove that 
the ſcandall which lieth upon reformers, be chat (candall whith 
Divines call 44:44,0r that which is given. | 

T be minor propoſition u proved by parts,as firſt, T hat the Epiſcopal 

Profeſſowrs, are ſcandall'd and that juſtly. For ſince 1u matters of do» 


tt ri ne tis famonſly known, that there is noconteſt between Proteſtants” * 


of any Partygtither Epiſcopalt, Presbyteriun, or Independents, 2s 
Netther in the external Government of the Church, becauſe ſuch as 
are now call'd Pretbyterians, were un the Biſhops times call'd Confor- 
miſts, becauſe they ſubſcribed to the doftrine and diſcipline then eſt 4- 
blifhed ; it muſt needs follow, that if ſome other weighty eaw/e mooved 
netyViz. a reformation of a Church Member, that one of theſe Parties, 
at leaſt, rather ſought occaſion of e xeeption againft.the Biſhops, then 

ſound is.3.1t ſatteth Profeſſours togerher among [t them/cly<:zfor who 
knows notythat thomthia reſpe(i? of prattice,of raking 11,07 caſting owt, 
theſe two Parties, differ not but in circamſtarciall, or matter of d1/654 
Pline ; yet tbe judgement wpen which ſwch and [uch are to be $a or 
ot 10 be Faken in, i ſomething mare, and a matter doftrinal. 
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(12(. 
- The 19 gn from the mimicall invitation of the Payihts, 
J 


wherein t rive to bave all the members of thrir Church, 
vijibly holy, thus : 


Whatſoever is pretended by the adverſaries of eruch, and fo farre 
practiſed by them, as more fſutable and ſerviceable tro Gods honour; 
that in gathering of Church-members, is not of truths friends to be 
left ont and negleRed; but even the adverſaries of truth, do by their 
do@rine and praftife reach, (mpretence at leaſt ) that only members 
viſibly holy, are to bz received into Church-fellowſhip. Ergo, this 


. ought of truths friends to be fincercly taught and practiſed, 


The m4jor will be cafily granted, by all ſuch as thinke it reaſona- 
| ble, that for zeale of hotineſſe, Churches profetedly reformed, 
come not ſhort of Papiſts. 

The minor propoſition is proved by inft ance : T aks thoſe points of ps- 
pery which are truly ſo called; that u, wherein they and we ( the caſe 
ſo ſtanding) doe, and muſt differ : and we ſhall all along ſtill obſerve, 
that in all their doings, they aime at perfeftion in a Church-membery, 
As firſt in their beltefe Cs Bapti/me, they teach and beleeye, 


- that Baptiſme doth abſolutely rake away originall inut; ſs that thoſe 
' motions of ſin, or anto ſinne, by ſome called reliquiz, or the remwants 


of ſinne, are nos fin properly, as indeed they are not of the perſon, but 


: of the natyre, as our Dovines diſtinguiſh : Neither is it a ſpecificall 
' Property of all finne to be voluntary, by their owne confeſſion, to in- 
_ ffance moxiginall finnein an infant. But put the caſe now, that a 


Church-member of theirs fall into a fonnt, after Baprti/ſme, they call 
mortall, they then fall upon another [alve,for perfetion, or viſible ho- 
Hine ſe in a Church-member, and that u their dottrine concerning pen- 
nance ; wherein they teach, that anrieular confeſſion (which by thew 
i made 4 Sacrament ) conferring grace , doe reftore them fully to 
that integritie which they rectined in B aptiſme ; and when they are 
thus refered, they bave a deftrine. that of ſmch as are in grace , the 
Law can be fulfilled and kept ; So that their after- obedience and pen- 
nance, doe not only ex congruo, bs? ex condigno , merit life eternal, 
And all theſe beliefes (though proteftants do? juſtly excepr againſt, as 
hay, ftubble, and wood, built npon the golden foundation of the chriſt i- 
an profeſſion; yet from theſe tenents, ar dad as are, we may ga- 
ther thus mnch : That they thinke it « very nereaſenable thing to ad- 
: mit 


(23) 
auie of 4 Church-mendber into communion in all the ordinances, which 
is not at Leaſt , viſibly holy. 


T he eighteenth alrgument is from hence : That ns miſchief, or (pi- 
rituall danger 6ax follow the taking intro Church fellowſhip, 
Amber: only that are viſibly haly + Thus, 


Whatſoevercan be profitably done, wichour che lealt prejadice, or 
ſpiricuall kinderance of any one nor caken in for a Member, that c ere» 
r14 paribus (that is to lay, which.can be done without any kind of in- 
convenience) ouzhe to be put in pratile : Bur the gathering of Mea- 
bers only vitibly holy, can bepraftiſed wichout che leaſt hazard of 
ſuch as are not qualyficd ; chat is, they can run no ſpiritual hazard, 


ws. Ergo, \uch kinde of Church gathering oughcts be put in 
practiſe wm 


The major is cafily proved, 2nd may well ſerve for a vecgyles, or 
figne of Geds will, and plc:ſure this way : for if chere were rhe 
leaſt hinderance to mans ſalvation by fuch a praiſe, wemight 
ſafely fay,this, or ſuch a way could not be of , For 8 among 
Divines, that ſcnce of (cripture 1snot to he received, wiwoh bus 
ing (o rakeo oppugncth other ſcriptures: ſo neither 485 chan 
thoughe to be Gods ordinance,which oppoſerh rhe gencralt good 
of mans ſalvation, 

T he minor « thus proved. | 

: Os nth m_ either —_ of Gods eleQion, or 
the in e Parit working faich and repentance ; yea, 
which bindareth nor the increaſe of grace inany that are actually in 
Gods favour ; that cannot be a prejudice to the ſalvation of any, but 
to take in for Members of a Church, ſuch onely as are viſibly holy, 
doth none of theſe ; «c neither hindereth the covenant of Gods cleQi- 
on, nor the influence of the ſpirit im working faith and repentance, nei- 
ther doth it hinder the increaſe of grace in any that are actually in 
Gods favonr, 

Ergo totakein only ſuch qualined Members is Gfely and ſecurely - 

tobe practiſed, 

The wajor being granted. 

The minor 47 ting is grounded from the ex ample of the woman 
of Canaa'1, who was nowiſitle Member of a Church ; andyes Ler 
faith was greater then any's in I{racl, | 

W : 


* 
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; fore as in ſuch cavils che uſuall anſwer is: That'nor the want of an Ordi. 
. ed, which we mighe enjoy ,and do nor, ' The fame anſwer will ſerve 
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« (24) | 

' Tf indeed we were popiſh'in our beliefe , that the Sacraments 
were not only ſeales, but meanes of grace, ſo farre that they give 
grace ex opere operate ; then there might be ſome queſtion in 
the point + Bur our beliete is, that one cicher well catcchiſed, 
or preached unto., wanteth rdrhing exceroall, ſimply neceflary 
ro ſalvation. , 

If any do: now objeR, that if we caawith ſuch ſafery be our of 

this .exteraall Church communion , wheretore then,as well not out 

2sin, to What end is it to become « member? To which we anſwer; 

Firft, chat this might be as (atcly.obgred to any profeſſed ordinance, 

which all acknowledge to be of .Ci6d, |. May we-not thus except a- 

gainſt Baptiſme,or the word preached?Maynot reading ſerve initead of 

reaching;or is it not enough to hear of che dotrin of Baptiſrat? There- 


nance, but the contempr, is damnable; and that ordinance is contemn. 


for this preſence purpaſe : When we may become members, and arc 
not gathered, tisour contempt. Secondly, this exception would ſerve, 
if we held that Church-cemmunion were only tor our ſclves.; but this 
we doe not ; Church-communion is for more neceſfary and import- 
ent, ends ; as firſt, that Gods will. and command in this particular , 
might be tulfilled and done; and this all parties cenfcile, nut only by 
their owne praiſe; bur by belceving the communion of Saints. Se- 
condly,this Church-ftellowſhip s the Cirie ſet an-hill,and alight- 
ed candle ſet upon a candleſick, that others might ſee thisBally-work, 
and ſo glarifie God forit end of their coaverſion, bu, | 
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To the High Court of Parliament, 
| AND | 
To the Councell of State, | 


| AS ALSO 

To His Excelleacy ; Thomas Lord | 

Farfax, Lord Generall of all the 
Parliamcnts Forces. 


John Gobert Aſinifter of the Word, wiſneth increaſe of Grace 
and Happine(ſe here and hereafter. 


Right Hon: wrable, | 

A He holy Apoſtle, exhorting to Chriſti- | 
£2 andutics, among other important Ex- | 
3 hortatiens, harh this one , vis, I hat 
= we 0ught to bealvayes ready to give an *n- 
ſwer 10 every 04 that asteth 4 1e.1ſon of the | 
type that is in us, with meetn'(ſe and reverence, 1 Pet-3» | 
15, It in the pertormarce of thisdury, we are obli- 
gedto one, much more to many , it to ſuc'1 as bave 
nat Power to Examine , muci {o' ner to ſuch as have: 
And although your {uppliant got being cald upon to 

A 


3 give 


give an anſwer, might inthis particularjuſtly plead 
Exemption, as one, who in this boldnefle, might 
{ccm rather to Create abuſtneſle to himſclfe, thanto 
e forme any task impoſed: Yet, as often as he con- 
f1Jcreth , firſt, the condition of his Calling, being both 
Minter of the G-ſpet,823 Member of the Commonwealth, 
S: condly., the condi;ion of the preſent Times, being 
{in ome reſpe&s) th» Woiſt, as they are theLaſt, 
wherein Sathan, ard all bis maj;:;nant Irftrumenty, 
do by all wayetsand mcanx, icek wjatthey can, to the 
ſtruct ard 1ct4;d, (atleaſt | it not utterly tooverthroy, 
thar bl.ſſed work ot Reformation ſv happily begun 
by you. Thirdly, rfl.cting upon tho'e (too juſt. 
Il, grounded Fearcs and J:aloufics which your Ho- 
nours yet have) Icſt the people ot this Nation, chict. 
ly thoſe of cur Calliny, frould be over-much want- 
ting tothetnſelves in not joyning with you in your 
Endeavours to promote the © hurches good, I (ay, 
from the'e, and the like confiicrations, your Qup- 
pliant could not but preſume, that ic woula not bel 
together unwelcome, or ill taken, it a poore Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, ina matter cf iuch deepe Concert- 
ment, upon which, the whole Fabrick of this ble 
{-d Reformation, as upon its proper Hinye, turnetly 
bur hath alſo , as farre as coricerneth an External 
Church-communion , an influence into the Right 
and Priyiledges of all the Faithfull. Do chuſe forthi 
once, and in this-ſo weighty a Matter, to Ce:iver bÞ 
judgment , not that he attiibuteth any thing to thi 
weake and light skirmiſh which he hath ſet upos 
or thit this moſt Exccllent Cauſe, ſhould from tit 
Authors handling it, fecme to recclve any Graces! 


Lutt 


Nt 


Is 


| 


Luſtre: He is farrefrom conceiving any ſuchimpro- 
tubilicy ; His only Aime and Defigne in this under- 
taking , was partly to give ancccaltonto the Read: r, 
trom the light which coe 10 miniteſtly breake forth 
in this -bricte Polemicall diſcourſe, to give occaſion 
trhinke how great good might (in this Subjet-mat- 
tr) to the Churches further Edification be done, It 
ſome one of ſtronger Gitts, or greater Abilities, would 
undere-ke ir,pa:tly being as a SpeRator, induced to be- 
hold the fiu t of Rebesce, finding tx0 contrary births 
to ſtruggle in her wombe , I meane the blefled il- 
ſue of all th {2 Charch- agonies which tlicfe latter 
times haye afforded, I 6oul! { not, but in the Spirit 
:dmire with Moſes at this gicect fight, and to become 
in humble Suitor roall your Honours, tha: fince this 
Zo, which in the Primitive times did even then put 
forth- his hand to become the Firſt borne, and yer, 
forcauſes b&ſt knowne tothe D:vine Majclty , | ath 
puld back his hand againe in thaty for moſt of the 
Ages fince the Churches Infancy, this Za, for the 
arletthread of Lig'i:t and Truth, which Divine Provi- 
(ence, like Tamars Mid wife, did even(asit were ) hun 
put 2bout his hand, hath made all the Spectators {11ce 
trattime , rather ro looke and wiſh tor Zar..'s birth, 
thanto ſe its but loe nov this Zare is c:me: Phares 
the firſtborne, I mean, the pat: y-coloured, or cxrer- 
tally-ſpotted Church- Member, ha 2 already acted his 
part, too well knowne to all ſpectators, to i.e many 
fearfull breaches , which to others fcanda'}, and his 
onne greater loſſe and diſparagement he hath made 
inthe Won be of the Church. Loe now his br her 
Zu4 is borne, tobe knowne to allchat arc ſpir.tually 
lighted, 


fizhted, by the ſcarlet thread of Light and Truth a, 
bout him. Receive him therefore, I moſt humbly be. 
ſcech your Honours : He callerh upon, and cryerh to 
God, as his Father, and upo"? your Honours, as bath 
Midwife and Nurſe. Therefore, as you have ia the 
proviſion of the ſincere Milke of the Word, ſhewcd 
your tender care of this younger Brothers inward 
Man , you would alſo vouchſate cyery Zr your 
ProteRion from the wrong and violence of his Mo- 
thers children, who would faignc make him Keeper 
of their Vineyard. 

My meaning i, that according to the Place and Poutr 
God hath ſet yew in, you would be Patrons aud Pri- 
teFors of the Sann's of Peace , that Miniſters, 0r Pu 
ple, might not deſh themſelves one againſt anther, 
with ſceveritic, and auſteritie, for matters Circumptan- 
tial, whiles both holdthe Head, Chrif. Soſhailyw 
oblige thouſands , and my ſelfe among the reſt, wal 
much love in the Lord Chriſt to ſerve you. 


Your Honours moſt hambly deyoted, 
in all Sorviccs to his power, 


Jounx Gon nnt: 


PYPPBPBYL ODD VODDD PYVOD 
THE AVTHOR 
TO THE READER, 


Courteous Reader, 


SEA > 0 the Anthor tocommend bu owne Work, if it 

Y I?| were praiſe-werthy, yet tis altogether improper, 

CA, rews/ mbring the old ſaying, Laudet te os alic- 
Twi A num, non tuum: And inadtedit deſerves n3 
praiſe, chiefly for the manner of handling, when in reading 
the very firft page, thouwilt meet with many Inconſonances, 
even to Grammar, wherein the Author confeſſeth his waak- 
neſſe, and craves thy pardon : Moreover, ceaſe to marveile, 
for theſe papers were written by a dead many nevertheleſſe 1 
counſell thee ts read this Book, and weigh the matter , ac- 
light thy ſelf in ſeeking the truth, and ſo thou wilt begin to un» 
derfland the Radle, how a dead min may write Books. 


Thine, 


Joun Gon rxr. 


(a) 


_ = 


(1) 
ESPE PEREELELTIRIERY 
htatrue Church ought only to be 


ahered of viſible Saints, and that men cither 
openly wicked , or meerely civill ; that 1s to lay, 
ſuch as are not {een beſide their formal) pro- 
f.flion, to have ſame worke of the Spirit upon 
them, ought not to bee taken into 
Church-tcilowſhip. 


Melowing arguments doe weſt manifeſtly prov the firſt argument i; 
' taken from Chriſt s example, in gathering #1 Diſciples, 


a Jatfoever work or praQtiſe doe abhor from 
Chriits cxzmple, and inthat alſo wherein 
wecan follew him ; that kini of work: or 
practiſe 1s not lawfull ; but to gather = 

, Church other then of viſible S1ints, doth 
adhor, and ISrepugnant to Cirilts example 

miſe, and in that alſo wherein we can follow him, ego, to 

& 2 Chucch of ſuch 25 ar? not viſible Saints, is not lawtfull, 

ſte major propoſition is apparent , becauſe wee are bound to be= 
Ce followers of him as deare children, Egbe(. 5, 1. Panl, that 

S*4rchite# of the Churches of the Gentiles, would have the Ce. 

Sitio follow him as he followed Chritt, 1 Cor. 1. 11. Aud be hath 
"un exarple, that we ſpould fe [l w his ſteps , I Pct, 2. 21, Aud 1n 
1 in other practices for two covies z 

Rt, *Tis the duty of ſuch as arc Churck-gatberers, to ſ.parate the 
Mis from the vile, 

| Scondly, B:cauſe the Apoſilcs did in this particular work exattly 
Www Chriſts exxmple. 1Pect,2. 5. 1 Cor. 1,2+ 9. 2 Cor, G6. 15, 

A, 2,41, 42, if it becxctpted againſt, in anſwer to the mazur 

Wepoftion, that %15 not Full ard (ufficicrt , that Chrilts exemplc 19 

W, though initable, y: t in this cave, at all bindivg the Churches 1n 

Mering their members ; 20d the reaton they will alledge, is, that 

"diy and Presbytery m2y come in for a jus d'vinum in matter 
Curch. government , tor taat they alſo can futch examples w_ 

ng 


(2) w 
the Scripture to warrant their cauſe 2painſt all of ponents ; to whit whe 
Is apaine replyed, -gando, wee deny that there is any ſuch exampleyſ yy, 
this in «I1 the Scripture to warrant a js aivinmm, either for Pr 
ry,or Prelacy, beczule-we are to diltivgu ſh detweene Chriſts andthnrh; 
Apoſtles examples, ſuch as may be calicd occahonall , arifing ongyly 
from circumſtance of time,perfurs and places not ſimply binding, belt 
are to the preſcnt Church 2s arbitrary ad prudentiall WAayesS, to ukIted. 
and refuſc as they ſee cauſe 3 and examples of this kinde are nothinghyto 
materiall for a jus d/vinum, though they be derived from Scripture, Jul 

A ſecond fort of ex1mples arc ſuch as may be called morall, (uchafye q 
hold forth duties ard graces which ought to be in Chriltians oft kit, 
nature, is the ſubj:R matter we now {pzak of , and are binding tollfþyq, 
who deſire to keepe faith and a good conſcience : fo that the nigh 1 
propcft:ion will ſtand valid acainft all oppolers. Ls. 

For the procfe of the minor we need goe no further then to Chrj (ps 

12, Apoſtles, an ex1& pattern of all Churches which oughtyin; 
be under the New Teſtament, when all were Saints to the eff k 
others, Fades not once ſuf eted by any of the eleven. 

Secondly , We argue from the ſcverall ends of gathering Cl 
which are, 

I, That God may be glorified in his Saints. 

2. That ſuch as be gathered, may bc further edified and built up, 

3. That others may be daily added to the Churches already gaks 
red ; that an unqualified Church gatheringof ſuch as have been bjthe 
to for the moſt part in this Nation , is repugnant to all thele g 
will be abundantly proved, 

And firſt an argument in generall, viz. 2s a gatherig of Chrhþ 
members not viſibly toly, is repugnant to all theſe er.ds, thus, 

Whatſocyer is oppolite and repugrant to thote ends for whdPhi, 
Churches are to be gathered, is nut in the gathering of them tobeab{dti 
mitted , or praQiſcd ; but to gather Churck-members other thendPaxch 
viſible Saints, is repugnant to the ends for which Churches are tour 


gathered ; therefore to pather Churches of cnembers uot viſibly bopac) 
15 not to be praiſed, at t 
The major propcfition will be granted by all parties. Kon, 
The minor remaineth to be proved by parts: lt 


Firlt, That any other gathering then ſuch as are viſibly holy, is bl ; 
pugrant to Gods honour, thus ;, f 
Wholoever are not inabled by the Spirit in ſome meaſure to - 


kl 


dos 


(3) 
bh the vertues which God hath given them, all ſuch are moſt unfit 
whegathered 1nto Churchetellowſhip ; tor the proofe bereof, ſee 1 
k#.2.9+ But taco either openly ſcandalous, or meerely civill ; and 
e nerly civill, we call aot only fach as have no principle of Rcligion 
pda, but ſuck alſo as are barely taught of men by way of catechi» 
Wwe, 1 ay ſuch cannot ſhzw forch their yertues, therefore they are 
Whutto be gathered into Church fellewſhip:If any will except againlt 
leſed:ſcripiion of a ct v.11 hon-ſt man, as he who hath in him, and 1s a- 
hi toan{wer tothe gronnds of Religion, vis. how ſuch # man cau 
 {kcall-d one meerly civill : We anſwer very well, becauſe the Scrip= 
we will no where warrant any middle betweene 2 civill man and 2 
lint, 1 Co, Chap. 1. to verſ+ 9. 15 a manife!t proofe of this, if a man be 
jLdto bea Saint ; weor not to underſtand of an outward call, but 
4ascall, a* wher. b; they are pro! a ly at lealt fan&.ficd in G hrift 
s,a1d therefore the Apolile patteth theſe two together , /. n4:fi-4 
Gift Prſces, and Saints by calling to ſh. w- that tone are togoe for 
itwſſknts, or be counted Church- members, which have not b.(ide the 
real knowledge of the grou 1ds of Religion, ſome works of the Spirit 
ptem ; ſee for this 11 fohn 17. 20, 21, whence we may briefly thus 


by 
ll 
IT 


vl that profeſſ-th Chriſt ought to be one amono themſelves , as 

of 4 one with th: Father ; but ſuch Kkinde of memb.rs, viz. men 

ply civil, or openly ſcandalous , cannot be one with the S1ints, 
rtis-02 with the Facher, therefore ſuch arcnot to be taken in 

brch-a1embers. | 

Wigthe propoſition, there will b:noother evaſion for anſwer, 

My, thatthe place forecited is to be underRood of Sxints invis 

bur®Wyboly, fuch'a5 may db: endued with holinefſe, though not gathered 

Uhurch-tellowſhip, to which, thus ; 

0 this anſwer 18 a fa'la'y, we call a petit 's prex.cipss, or beg. 

the queſtion ; for it runs npon this ſuppoſall, that there is ſuch 
creature as a civill w:l-catech'zed hondlt man, and to take 
ch a creature, all Scripcires now which doc in their nas 

Kate, are by ſpp ifiag , luch an one to be, brought by the op- 

"*0vph-14 him, but this rea12ineth yet to b{ proves, 

ly, Againſt ſuch an anſwer we urge the words of the Tc xt, 

-_ PEitworeip.&s z 

15 t6Þ-a 1p.& of the nature of the unton, which the words ho! 1 

"%17.21, That the y 9.7 be all ont, as thon F «ther art in 
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Agd T in thee, that thry may ve alſo ont in w, that the wortd may bilini 
that thow haſt ſer t me, And verſ, 23. [in t1:m, and thou in mee, thy 
they mey be mad: pref} in one, an} chat the war 14 1n.&y know thatthy 
laſt [ent me, & h-[t (ove them a6 11.9.4 haſt lowed me, whence weeſirt 
argue, 
YW hatſocver union in the Church doe nor Fold aſtritand a ſpeci! 
or ſpecificall (if 3 may ſo ſpace) reſemblance to that molt ble 
ſei and facrcd nvion wh'ci is b<tween the Father and theSop, 
th:t is not the union commended or intended by our Saviourin 
this Scripture 3 but to ſay, that Chrilt in holding forth an uni 
which ouz3bt to be jn the Church , underſtood it only of an in 
ternall or ſpicituall union , and net alfo of an externill, doth 
this, viz. it vreeth ſuch an unton as cannot hold reſemblancety 
that moſt ſacred union which is between the Father andthe 
Sonne, therefore the tatcraall union only 1s not the union iates 
ded by our Saviour. 
Both propoſitions are ſufficiently maniftlt from the words , i 
we rizhtly obſerve, becauſe the condition and perteRion of unions 
the Church oaght to be in this world , as is the p:rfeRion of uniy 
which 15 between the F ather and the Sonne, Now this union isme 
pcrtc& , and that alſo wherc by the Father and the Sonne doe eng 
cach tte other mutually, aRually, molt blefkdly , and immedizreh 
Where one hatha reall influeace into the other , for which cauſe 
Son, as (50d is (aid to live by the Fathcr, Jobs 6. 57, Such mult beth 
fruition as far as is imitable by a creature in a Charch-member, t 
aught to be where this union can be h1d, each to other, and ina} 
rithull and convenicnt way, as is the Father to the Son, or the ot 
tothe Father, but in me.nbers {cattered abroad xs the Seripturel 
keth, there cannot be that reſ{mblance of perfeRtion of unity 8) 
tween the Father and the Sonre, becauſe that fort of M:mbers nt! 
ten diſtreJed for want of fellowihip with their fellow Saints, 88 
E/:ah, who deſired to live no.looger, for want of it. And 1ntins 
perſecution, for want of this Church-fellowſhip, the Saints d 
have complained, that they are as an owle in the deſert, or 4819 
row on the Houſe top t therefore the 17 chapter of St. Joby, ad 
like-places, mult be underiiood of the Saints aRuall enjoying 
ther, not onely by an internall , but alſo by an externall Church 
lowſbip. I ay againe, what fo hath beep, and is de fafto, yet# 
it ought to be , and (hall be, at Chrilts ſecand comune, 109 


(s) 


fin 4 the Devill an1 all his Mal'g 1ant Inſtruments, 
tha $:cond!ly, We argue tron thz end of the union intended by our $:- 
thy 4 viouria thele words ; That rhe world may belicue , that thou ha? [c:t 


mee | 
Whence bricfly thus, 


ecitl Whatſvever dues keep men from believing that Chriſt is ſent of the 

blef Father; Taat in gathering of a Church 1s not to be praftiicd : cut 
Son, to admit of any for Church members, which doe not viſibly | 
urin at leaſt reſemble the holinefſe and unity of God and Chriſt, is 

anion to keepe men from believing that Chriſt is ſent cf the Father ; 

N its therefore to gather into Churck-tcllowihip iuch as are not vilts 

Goth bly holy, ts not to ve practilede 

ety Th: minor ts th.u5 proved. 

xd the Whatſoever is h:14 torth as a fit, fol:, and ſufficient means to gaine 


ate} men to belicv:, and is not ſo ordained by God, this cannot gather 
men unto Chriſt : and conſcquently keepeth them from believing, be- 
cauſe our Saviour faith , zYboſoever ge:h:r:th x0; With me, ſcattereth ; 
but to tbiak that rhe preachin? of the word is this fit, ſole, and ſuth. 
cicat meanes, to bring men to Chrilt, is te think otherw:le then God 
hath ordained z therctore ſuch as come no better furniſhed to gather 
_ doe fo far keep men from bdlicving that Chrilt is ferit of the 
arner, 
The major I ſuppoſe will be denyed by none. 
The min is a5 m:41feſt frons the Scripture ; for thongh it can 6b: 
, te aeayed that f..ith commeth by b:aring, ard kearing by the Word, 
af Rom, 10. 17 Ss that the word recerved by faith as the pliu ed 
Wn.  groundſowen ; but ] d'mavd then, how can men ;longh thrir gromnd 
without a plongh : Al the S:rinmmres mill teffifie, even from Gen. 
torbeeniof the Revel, that cicher miracles , cr the Churcy rightly 
0:4.red, orrigitly gat 'e-ed, comming 1 place, have been ever as the 
plowg? to the d Ut, ine of t'e Goſpel ;, we ſhall fina 3.15 n;s requ/fiie + 
to gainr the world ts become be! evere. . 
1. Men muſt preach purely, that in joint of Doft. 46 they may reſcme. 
ble the San, 
2. The potential or mater il] memb.71 to be gathered, muſt in thetr 
conrer/at 04 be faire as the Mines 
3. Thus 6 nor all neitl.e- ; Preachers and Profeſſ.rs for 4! this wil 
be eſt eeme 1 of as a company of impertinent on1 light=beaded, or vain- 
glorious men ; there{erc 4 third thing required , ſhe muſt be territ ls 
kucey 


(6) 
either by miracles or by a1riz'4t ame hive 48 an Armie With bas 
ni'!s, 

3. We arcue from that 17. of Jo'n, explained by the Apoſtle, Eok, 
4. 4 5. On: body, on: {þ rit, 016 L rl, one fa'thy ene baptiſme , one Gol 
«n4 Father, &c. whence brictly thus ; 

None are to be taken into the body or externall fellowſhip of- the 
faithful ;but as ſuch are of cn: faith and on: (ſpirit with them, "tis e 
vident ; for ifit were other wile, there wu't be either 2. bodics, or 2, 
ſpirits, 

But civill honeſt men, or men barely catechiſed have not one ſpi. 
rit, that is, are not endued with ſpirituall graces as the faithfull are; 
Ery, they are not to be received into Church f.llowſhip with thu 
both propoſitions mult be aſſenied unto by luck as wil take Scripture 
tor their rule. 

3. Weargue from the third end of gathering churches , whichis, 
that members already gathered may ve turther built up, thus ; 

W hatfoever doth oft its own nature threaten the deltruftion, or 
at lealt retard the growth of the who! bedy ; thir in gatherirg of a 
church is not to be 11-ft:red ; but to admit of a tnember not vilibly bo. 
ly, is either to deſtroy the whole, that 15, to threaten with deltruRicn, 
becauſe the true members cf Cir ff cannot be uterly,thit is to ſay,ſpi- 
ritually deſtroy. d, or to hinder and retard the growth ot other memn- 
bers, therefore x mixture of Church members,or taking into Church- 
fclowſhyp ſach as are not vifioly holy, 1s not to be ſuttered, 

The major will be cafily granted ; becauſe whailocver isdoveina 
Church, muſt be done to the edificaticn of all ; hn one fins, alt art 
ſcandal:ze7, 1 Cor, 5,3. Moreover,ſcvcrall members in a Churchare 
and .:uft oc to that Church whereot they are members, as the mem. 
bers in a natmall body , whereof all, even the weakcſt inult ſerve to, 
and be a&ive tur the whole body, as is plaincly taught, 1 Coy, 12, 
R-m. 12.5. Ail the members of a Charch ſhould at leaft viſi;ly and 
x7# $ as they fay , be what the forwareclt profefſ: they are, be 
caulc all areaRtcd by the fame ſpirit of grace, ard live the fame life cf 
faith ; they all draw ence and growth trom one mylticall head, even 
as the naturall head doth coi plc at and aRtuate all it% memoers, 1 Cyr, 
2, Therefore now if any myit1-l] memocr want that ſupply of ipi- 
rizuzil nou ſh:aent as the Apoſtle further teachoth, Epbe/; 4. 15 "It 
malt nec fluiily at leaſt retard and keep vack thegrowthof the whole 
body ; Geltger can this te underitood of one that wut watdly is goob 

all 
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nd inwardly nnſound, becauſe ſuch hurt none but themſelves; The 
nincr propoſition 1s proved ſufficiently from the Church of the ewr, 
where the colJneſs of moralliſts, whom the Apoſtle calleth Abravams 
a:nall ſeed did much hind-r the growth, and ſcand 1lize the graces of 
tetruly godly among them,ſce L437. It any will fron the blemiſh- 
g of the Jew:f> Church goe aout to athrme, that notwith anding 
\| thoſe blemiſhzs, our S1viour ci4 not unchurch them, as ſome doe 
"theſe dayes, ſach ſhall receive their anſwer at the 8** Argyment in 
this Treatiſe, In the mean time it will not be amifſs for ſuch as are 
better enlightned , to take it for granted, that the maine Remora, or 
Stop (h'p (if I may fo call it) of a throughercformation is this ancire 
emciſcd civill- honeft man, ſuffered to be reputed as a member , and 
jetby Divine ordinance ought not to be, or to be fo reputea;of whom 
Cturch-gathercrs have not to ſay as our Saviour of the fruitle(T: fig 
t2e? that though it was to be cut downe, yet he expeted fruit, and 
wod reaſon , becauſe all this while they were his plart ; but of ſuch 
nembers as theſe in our Churches, Chriſt would have ſaid, ror why 
umbreth ;t, but, wherefore came it into th: vineyard? the vineyard was 
toplace for it. 

A fourch Argument for the proofe hereof is taken from the proper 
nd ſpecificall ca*ure of a church, thus, 

That which puttcth no difference detweene the Churches of Chriſt 
1d other ſocietic$ and religious men which are in the world ; that in 
conſtituting anJ gathering of church members, 1s not to be admitted ; 
ut to allow of members not viſtoly koly, is ro doe this, viz. It put. 
tthno d.ff:rence bet ween the Churches of Chriſt, and other religious 
a arc in the world, therefore fuch kind of members are not to be 

lowed, k 

The major propoſition needeth no proofe , for thut there mult be a 

diff-rence between the churches of Chriſt and other men, their. 
religions muſt uot onely differ, but the profefiors of it, cHe how 
dos the true churches alwayes contract an cdium trom the 
world, how elſe can that of J/a. 8.18, be mad: good ; Behnl4 
I and the cnildeom which thou baſt giu:n ms» , ave (it pms and for 
; Wonders in [/r acl. It this diffcrence oaght not to be at I ſt ir; eHcir 
converſations, how can the worl1 diſclaime them for theirs, who 
belong to Chriſt, 7f you were of th» worl4, the wa [4 want! love 
Lit owne ; but [ have choſen you 0+t of the wer (4, therefore the world 
barerb you, John 15, 19, *T1s nut their rcl;gions that makes them 


odious, 
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odiour ; for *tis granted by all parties, that though the religion of 
Chriſt is a paradox to carnall mcn, yet ſuch as toucking profefſi. 
on doe often become profeſſors of tt at which before they hated, 
F An :intorerre odernnt, qued Auync Avart quicun que dolcnt 94diſt 
qned priza te( 5 rent laith Angnftin 1n point of Cunverſion from 
jalſe belicfs, neither is it a form external which contrafcth it; 
f.r in this prof flions may 2gree ; Neithcr is itthe praiſe of 
moral duty ; for it avy ting gaineth the worlds :f.Rions tothe 
church, *is the churches conycriaticnto the world- ward, thee, 
fore it mult be their zcale and their aff. tions for heaven,the ime« 
diate fruit of all neceſſary and (pirituall graccs, which can{th 
this hatrcd from the world, and conſt: quently putteth a conſtant 
difterence betweeve the Churches of Chriſt and other rel ci-us 
profeſſors, as our Savicur {peakerh, nut imply or ſingly ot their 
Relizion,but of the perſons, whoby the manner of profethng it, 
render ci en felies 0d;o0s, Licaule I have choſen yeu , thus 

the world hateeth you. 

The ?ſ\umption or the r:inor propcſition proveth it ſelf ſomething 
too manifeltly, for ſettirg afide the empry and bare title of infanu bep. 
tiſme, witha little krowlegdge by rote, which fume meetly catechiſd 
in the chriſtian prof fNlion may attaine unto ; which for cur. ofity- fake 
cr other «nds, a Juw or a Turke may be fofar principled in, as weler 
the like «nds way #ft. & to beſcen in the knowleg of the Jewiſh Tub 
wad, or the Tutkiſa Alcarcy, I ay againe, fettirg thelc things afde 
which concerne the profifiicn it ele, not the proteflors of it, whit 
6:ttrence row In Punt cf zigle ard ſuitable converſation betwere 
turdreds of icmetking more then our con; mcn profeſſors, ard aahe 
rift Tu k era Jew ;for doth rict meer rature ard morality teach men 
to think tomeatkirg reverenily of any thu gikey 2cccunt tor Religion, 
be the profcNion what it will, are we thin ſaid vo be riſen v 3th Chi 
20 live the ſame life that Le liveih, to be cortir ually {Red by the ſpin, 
ard ll this to have ro more zcole to our religion which we granther 
true,a dcfiance toil other, then a Turk or 2): w haveto thiars, abfi', 

A fiith Argument togrove exr pur peſe is token, beth a pe Mbit | 
commecdo, that # to ſ«y, {rem that Which zs borb pr fille ro be donty and 
beſt to be done, thus, 

Whatſoever may well be done, and what is melt pre fitabletoie 
done, that in a work of weight ard inement ought not to be negl 6; 


but to galiict vilicle Saints or memtcrs vilibly koly , is a thing - 
W 
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hich tnay be done, and which is molt profitableto be done, Erge? 
qo weighty 2 worke it cught not to be neglected, 
The Minor is ſufficiently evident, becauſe 1n all our purpoſes and 
undertakings , we ought to go the neerelt and ſpeediclt way to 
\ | - the effeRing of any thing, much more when 'cis of ſfeciall 
| weight and concernment. 
| Themiror propoſition is proved by parts s Firſt, That it may 
» Jhdone; and this, firſt), from the power the true Church hath ever 
* Ii both iataking in, and caſting out of Mcn:bzrs. All do grant, 
| Ipits, Lurberans, and others, that the Charch Govcrnovurs, rightly 
t Julifcd, do receive trom Gods Spirit a power of diſcerning Meam- 
S fizworthy and unworthy , as farre as concerneth the conſticution 
© Idavifible Member ; lexvirg the inner man to God ; (iſe what uſe 
» Iiditekeyes ; why ſhould that hold bound in heaven, and looſed in 
* Jin, which by then is beund and looſed on exrth ? Moreover, 
farwhich makes them known to the world, may cafily make them 
kown one to another, or to ſuch as can better judge ; But the viſt» 
&holinefle is known in part tothe world, therefore farre ſooner to 
has have better judgements, Fobn 13-19. By this hull all men knoW 
ut je are my Diſciples, if ye have love 01. e toWards another, Further- 
nte, of one and the fame thing, there is the ſame r.aſon and confi» 
&ntion ; But it 15 granted by all parties, one and other , who prc= 
k{the Chriſtian R:ligion , Thar holinefle may viſibly or probably, 
mich is enough for the corſtitu'itng of a Church- member) appen © 
dome; why not in cthers alſo; ſince holinefſe, whereverit is,is to fin 
edcorruption, a5 light is to d.riznefle, or as life to death; the for» 
common ſenſe teacheth may be diſcerned; why ſh. n'd not faith 
fn, PFadilcerne ſuch qualified Members ; therefore out of all doubt or 
ifs Paftionit is a thivg may be done. 
Tiefixth Argument is drawn from the great benefit which will 
come of fuch a qualificd Church-gatherirg, thus : 
Vhatfoevcr does moſt arger and ſalt the corrup:ions of men, and 
” Milpoſeth them to a bleſſed care, that is the belt*way, and likclicſt 
moſt goods But this Coth the gathering of ſuch qual fed mem- 
"itdoth molt anger and ſalt mens corruptions. Ergo, it is a ne» 


_ ary medium to cure men of the maladies of fin, and conſequently 
we dt profitable worke. 


myor Propoſition will be granted , without further proofe, 
Weall that are taught of God , do know , that though to anger 
Wi, LES men 
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men ſimply, mzy prov? ſcandalous ; yet to anger mens corruption 
1$ profitable to diſpoſe them to repentance. 

Th: Minor, which is, that the taking of viſible Saints, onelyin 
to Church-fellowſhip, have molt angered the world , is proved 
veiſly ; fic, from that which hath been done , the converſion 
ſoules, and gathering of Churches ; ſecondly , that which is di 
done for this end and purpoſe. 

For the firſt, what other worke provoked the envy of Chriſt 
his Apoftles malignant Countrymen, then the eff-Rua'l wok: d 
their preaching , to the gathering of men into an holy ſociety wl 
fraternity among themſelves ? It is granced by all that are godly, the 
for matrer of Dufrine , carnall men have al waics lyen dacke uny 
It, the; have not known what hath been preached, nz1ther havethy 
had either the wiidome, or the patience to enquire or examine, by 
When by a neceſſary ſeparation and withdrawing from their comny 
nion, the godly made a Chucch among themſclves , and went abax 
to fave theinſelves from a froward gener ation , this was the work 
which madded thim ; fee for this As the ſecnod, and fort, 


an! forty one, compared With the Rulers carriage Af: 4,2, il 
not the people by a ſacred Chnrch-communijon been ſubj; tokux 
been drawne from them, they would no doubt have been far mor 
moderate towards the Apoſtles, fee As 19,16, it was the peopls 
turning from darknefſe to light , and gathering from intoa SR, 8 
they called it anong themſ:lves, which ſo much angred them, 
Secondly, we a. ce trom that which is daily done by the court 

of 3n ordioury Miciſtcry, 
What Preacheis ſoever have in 2 blameleſſe arid warrantable wy 
prov: k-d moſt contumely and obl-quy from ti.e wicked world 
theſe are they w/o hay: conv: 1t 4 moſt,and done molt good by the! 
preaching; bur ach 25 hv: 204 moſt for vifi>le holinefſe in Chud 
M-nber:, tave contr-&:d to them moſt con:u-nely and obloq? 
from thc wicked world ; therefore theſe are they who have coor 
ed moit, and done mo't go d by their preaching. Daily experimes 
will prov-the Minor ; Let x Miniſter never ſo well giftcd beoft 
jotg-ment, That avy may be reccived into Church-communG 
Wii live honcſtiy, 11d can aaſwer to a Catechize, and what ſtored 
Cor ver :5 will they have, | 
Tis fvcnth A gunent is from pregnancy of Scripture, forti 
purpoſe . of a {x vtull and n:ceflary ſeparation from the wow 
matter of Church tellow(hip, thus : Wharlerr 


Whatſoever opinion or praftice do make void the authority and 
of Scripture ; that opinion, or that praftice is not by any rrue 
= to beimbraced ; but to receiveany other into Church fel- 
Phony [1 vip, then ſuch 35 are viſioly holy,does make void the Authority 
adyix of Rule of Scripture ; therefore tuck kinde of praftiſe 4s not 
> I igfull 
wed ds | The Major Prop ſition is eaſily granted. 
an 0J The Minor 13 thus proved, 
8 Wh] hartocver opinion or praRiſc do ſend us from the plaine, lite» 
x, and Gramaticall ſenſe vi rhe Scripture, to the gloſſes and un- 
nit ezine copjcRures of men , that of necillt y muſt make void the 
oth: athority and rule of Scripture; but to make ary other Church 
Members, then ſuch as are viſibly huly, doth this, »iz. It fendeth us 
9. thef fom th: plaine, literall, avd grammaticall ſenſe of Sciiptnre, to the 
uM} nrieus gloſſes 20d copjeRures of men, Ergo. 
Fes] The aſumption is eaſily proved from E/ay 5 2. 11, 2 Cor.6 15, as 
©, Ml many a5 are Of opinion, that that Scripture, ard the likr, ae to be 
OT ndertood of Idulators, thai we ought not to mingle with them 
warh {their vaine Superſtition, and Will- worſhip , if they go no fur- 
=_ ther, they mutt come ſhort of the true meaning cf the Spirit in ſuch 
TF griptures , becauſe 1d-latry is but one fort and kinde of unclean- 
_ rele ; but that in Z/ay forbids all, ſaying, Touch no nnclran thing, 
uy Wherce we cone to demand to be reſolved in two things: Firlt, 
ml whatit is to touch any thing unclean ? Secondly, whether civill ho- 
opt xelty, or to ſprake more properly , whether civill Morall men, al- 
though they are sk111'd to anſwer a Catechize, whether ſuch be not 
for all that, as yet in a (tate of uncleanr eff; ? to both which demands 
f werective a reſolution from Scripture, firſt men tc.uch not one- 
| |,inl1i8gand mirglirg withthem in their evill works, but to cat 
Wl theSacrament with them, as 1 Cor. 6, #lr, with fi chnonot to eat 3 
to t13 cannot be aaderſtood of the other kinde of cating, which 1s1 
granted by the Apclile to be lswfull, when he faith, That orterwi/e 
ye ſoewld go forth of the world, To be familiarly acquainted with 
4M civill honelt men, and to invite ſuch, and bid them welcome to ous 
Table, I ſuppoſe no wiſe man will lay the contrary ; but to have 
4g Church fellowſhip with them. hereat wavy ſcruple, and that for 
good caulc : Secondly, fuppeſc that the eating there mentioned , is 
meant of acivill, and not a Sacramentall eating, yet the Sacramen- 
tall is meant alſo, and wot excluded ; which made our Prelates as 
C3 _ 


much out as they wer?, in the adminiſtration of Church D'(cipline: 
firſt,:o foro ht (Geranentall,and then when the greater exco:nmu. 
nication came to:th, to forbid the other kinde of ea:1ng z for the lite 
Furpoſe i+/2,2 19 :0 Al! will grant,tant Miniſters a'e not forbijen 
toll r fuck tocome and tare. therefore E,4 e/24 Angils fin wasin 
fuff:ring ſuch to pa-take of the Ordinances, 11 way of {Þ ciallcon, 
munion. For the proofe of the ſecond, Wacther civ.ll men be not 
in a {tate of uncl-anacfl;, I 2ppcale to th: conſciences of all ſuch xx 
are taught of Go). T ; 

An cighth Argument for the proofe of this purpoſe, is from the 

manifcſt and certain diff.rence which ought to be o2tweenthe 
Jew and the Gentile, thus ; 

W hatſoever belief or praiſe do confound the Syn1gocueef the 
Tew:s, with the Churches of the Gentiles , that belief or practice 
is not lawfu!lls But to take 10 Crurch Mzmbers, ſuch asare ant 
viſioly holy, doth this, It confoundeth the Syra20cu: of the Jewes 
with the churches of the Gentiles; therefore to take in ſuch ſort of 
churck m:mbers, is not I1wfall. 

That theſ: two church: s ought not to be confounded , but app 
reply to d1ff.r, we have Scripture to conhrme it, as Rom, 3.1, the 
Jewcs are priviledged much every way ab »ve the Gentiles, ard the 
covenant, and the promiſes, and the glory,belonged to thele ; notſo 
prop:rly to the Gentiles, Rem. 9, 4. And what greater privileds: 
could there be, next to that of inheriting the KingJome of heaven, 
then to be a church member, ſo farre as to the vartaking of all the 
priviledges, proper and peculiar to that Nation ; and yetto be 
unholy at 1:a[t , if not outwardly profanc ; therefore all of that 
Nation, both one and another, were forced to an out ward circun* 
cifion ; whence, though never ſo unworthy, they were yet tiled the 
children of the Kingdome, children ard fonnes of Abraham, who 
onely had right to the childrens bread, The ten Trives , as corrupt 
as they were, and as great Apoltates from their God, were for all 
this, tiled Guds people, the Nation whom he wou!d owne above 
all Nations in the Fa'th, Amos 3. 1,2, thus was it with the tru: 
Olive, and the cauſe of this kinde of 1ndulgznce was, that 
they might bee placed among the Nations, as 4 candle ct 4 
janthorne in a carke place : It was requilite tha? all they, the 
church being then fo ſmall, it was neceilary that this people, every 
one of them, ſhould by thoſe mary carnall ordinances & r_ 
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13 
eich they he!d forth be ſome light tothe world ; but now fine the 
aling of the Genriti}.s the Church bein if 1 [pre exd tarre an? neare, *is 
wt necdfull that every one thar profel]. t1 Ch tihn;2:: fora 
wnh.r, becauſe men doe no! nw tand in ned of 100 Got GA 
»nzers ; therefore when ala 6. p on {:oth of ; oI2A 
-ic> ſaould be tor tint: to come, h; : It--6f 
SrapurecF.riog 3; we d mand then in wint { nce pure? Fiilt d 
utthe e wW « oft. r capris 2 to the prefciipt of / ole &, Jugs 0 Wot ts 
wi how came they then to b+ f muck upbraide d by theſe ftrit 5. 
wants , EE xy TY f1:it, and the (ixty _ ED r. S-condiy, 
ge the:e not many truly godly amoneolt thein 8 why ther 0 it Laird 


atteGentiles ſhould cf r 3 pure off ring whic! Pri  J-wes il n 1? 
wrefore we are here to und-rftand a fixare 1111915 phraty, % » pare 


fri, which is a Mctonimie of the adjarct ; the «ning bung 


«forthe of; erirs s thus fool was by the Apo ſtl-caVel pure or 171 
oy accotdin: 7 to the P rity Or 1 My} urityet (tf iveh V8 received 't, # fo 
#the firlt and 1: {t; So the wor dot God is | 
21540140 pltrument of growth to ſo;ne; thus the Leniiles vere to ofe 
rapure cRirivg , not in ſuoſtince tut 1a the circumltance ck tlie 
ſons , _ if 25 ree 25 hu: Nang juJen ntin way of chaity 
ad diſec e were to bz cutward!y and vii ly, 

Arinth "ade nent en rom th -20 {cancall which will fol. 
low ſuch kind of Church —_—_ 23 46 have been hitherto ge 
rerally praQtiivd , thus ; 

Whatſocver doth of it elts,. and in its owe niture fcandalize men 
rum becomming the tru: ſervants of Chriſt, that 1n gathering of 
Gurch Members is nct to be pratt fed, but to take Memoers into 
aurch-ellowlhip r o: viſioly holy , is :o fcandalize men from be» 
vaming the true fervants of Chriſt 3 4-79 to gather Memoers nut 
iſaly holy i; Not to be practifzd, 

The Major Pronolit | 

The Adſur nption © { 

. Wantſcever caufeth cet n2 not yot regnerate , not to (ce 

Laolute necefiity of ng rc rare ans bir-ea New, x is it 

Ich dcth [candal:z Ben from decc mmiog the tine ſe: varits of 

(rt, & out to take 10 Ne nhers not end 4, If ct is tofzy, nyt pro. 

ably, at lealt £2dued with vilii le holincle, doth this 1idelt cr, it 

aldth men and !ertcth them otro 'C: an bf, _ rice ity of reges 

V0 3 erc0, ty tale tn Members not viſioly holy doth icandal zc 

C. > 12a 
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14 
gn from becomming the true ſervants of Chriſt, 
Both Propoſitions are apparent by inftance , 2s thus ; Tukey 
meetly catechiſed in the principles of the: Ckriſtian Religion, iy] 
fach an one make an hiftoricall narration of his faith ; ſuch as ifth ſe 
Devills were put to it , Saint 7«mes (aith they could doe thelike,by tle 
now for zeale and inward aff-Ction to that he kroweth (God wal] 
nothing is 10 be diſcerned by avy judicious Chriſtian, to make hinl 
hope that in the judg:ment of charity tuch an one is a regevenyſk 
Chriſtian , let this mere outfide and formail Pre f.flor notwithſtand.] 
ing be admitted and aliowed of for a Church n:cmber, whereby þ 
apprehendeth according to the old and dlinde telict that he is x men; 
ber of Chriſt , the child of God, and an inberitor of the Kinglomed| 
Hcaven ( ard to ſpeak as '*cis, what clic does the aftuall receiving 
any into Church communion bur preſuppeſe all this) as farre asc. 
ccrneth the ſatis\a&ion of others, and that commonly which fativhe) 
others, deludeth him by making ſuch a qualified Member believethe 
he is the very ſame that others take him for ) I'fay therefore the few 
dation of Church fellowſhip being thus laid, 1:t the Miniſter roy 
accordipg to his cuty, and the ſpnit of holineſſc God hath given hi 
notwithſtand ingall this, preſſe hard for inwzrd farRity , let him 
meckneſſe and in the demorſtration of the Spirit {ct and provem 
him by pregnant and undeniable ſcripturcs that to be an heir of han 
we nuts lco e after nct only an eutward t Il ,wſhip withas 
bu'fan inward communion With God alſo ; I ſay,t ſuch deftrins 
the ſe be pr.ſſed 2nd applyed , how w. j:1 ſuch an one alteady concet 
that he isa child «f God, as he is a Churctk Member, put cfftheax 
gie and edge (1t I may fo ſpeak ) of theſe more inward marks df q 
lificaticn for Heaven, with ſuch fallacics ard parcalogiſmes astht 
are, how that we ſhould doe fo indeed , and twere well if we 
doe as the Miniſter preacheth ; God forgive us, we all come ſhot 
What we ſhould doe, and the Miniſt:r good man wevld have 
doe well, and thus our outſide m orail formal:{t putie.h cM the mc ; 
neceſfarie inſtruions as cf all others which 2re marks of (ltd 
with I know not what is fitting onely and expedient to be dt 
whereas it ſuch an one be admitted, onely as an hearer , andi 
aS it were at the threſhold of the Church, and be told by the Ming (0 
ſer , and that he ſees the Miniſters coRrine in this particolar, 69 F® 
followed and ſeconded by a Church practiſe, 'that he ought as wdly 
de taught of God as of men, and that ke muſt be diſcerned by Wa "P 


= E - > ES ELM 


FS 


(15) 
ite able then himfe'fe to have ſomein ward touch,and to have an af- 
if | {tion at 1.4% probably to what he profeſſeth, this may happily ſtar- 
ke, by | de uch a2 ONE, and make him to have other conceits for Heaven, 
nd may by the gracecf God, not onely gaine him to be an outward 
« tip Church-Member, but to be an inward and true member of Chriſt 
Dera [4lclus- 
Fn F nck argument to prove our purpoſe is taken from the ſuff.r» 
by ol in ſuch Cinrches, as were already plarted by the Apoſtles, in 
| thoſe corruptions they after fall into ; thus, 


_ Whatſoever was uolawhull in Churches for ſoffering : nqualified 


owed x 
ng Members that was enough to have kept them from being taken 
$©<.l nat ficſt 5 bu Churches have been al wayes threatned, and re- 


i} proved for {uff-ring unqualified M:mbers ; Ergo twas enough to 
ethel have kept them from being taken 1n at fult : both propoſitions 
fa are ſufhciently mani'elt, 
rx} The .quel of the Major r-l'eth upon theold axiome, ſi-xe /e res ha= 
bind kt in efſe fe in operars , moreover, common r-afon doth diate 
in (what ought not , or what is found ublawfull at lalt, was rſt unlaws- 
mh full 
"nl Tie Minor Propoſition is pregnant Scripture, as in the Rexe/a:io:; 
| nd where alſo is no difficulty in matter of ſence, as all will grant, 
ne net onely the Members rhemſclves are reproved and threatned ; but 
cr] the Churches alſo whereof they were Mcmvers ſor {uffcring fuch, ſee 
nad Aere1a:5on the ſecond and fourteenth and twenti:th verſes, 3I{> Corsne 
of ther the fiſt , the fifth and the ſixth Chapters, when the Apoltle 
4 telleth us that a /*te/e lear er: le.12 en:ch the whole lamp ; Whither a 
jþ well catechifed Moraliſt have purged cut his old 1.aven, and become 
mew lumpe, with ſome that are more uriverſally conſcientious, 
lt that be left to the ſcanning of all that are wile to Salvation. 
Theeleventh Argument is taken from the danger of confonnding 
the infirmities of the faithſull , with the vices of unregen:rate 
men, thus ; 
 Thetaking in of Members other then ſuch as are viſibly godly, doe 
md confound the infirmitics of the regenerate, with the vices of the unt e- 
generate ; E- go, ſuch a Church-cathering is not lawfall : the conſe. 
dg quent I fupp*te to be ſtrong enough without further proofe ; Who is 
tprof: fling the Goſpel ard zeale to the Chiifijan Religion, will not 
q ifirmethat whatſoever cauſeth confuſion in the Caurch , ſpecially 2s 
tothe right frame and conſtitution of it, is to be ſhunned as rocks ac 
Sea @ 
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(16) 
Sea? confiderirg what the Apolile faith, Corine tans the firlt,the fore. 
tzcnth and cigth, If the Trumpet give an uncertaine ſound who (hl 
© »repare himſelfe to battell ? And though ſuch doe mainely runtls 
hzzard of confounding things , who ntgl:R fiacere and faithfy 
preaching, according to that in the ſecond of Ez: hirt, Serm: of muy} 
bave made thee a Watch my in, cc, yea, the molt inward teaching tox« 
regenerate underftanding is 00 1d1e or uncertaine ſourd , becauſe ſac 
4 avs ſjieituallace ſavour the things of te Spirie, Rom. the 8h, wi 
the ſixth, yet ordinary experience will make it out for 2 truth, by 
as 1n Armies mirgling of Colours , or Tiump*'s unskilifull found 
ſoalſuina Church mixture cf Members unqualiiizd doe breed conf 
hoy, 


Therefore the Antecedent which I conffſe ſhould have been fil 
confirmed neece h welt proofe ; vire';-ce, How this mixt gather. 
1ng do confound the it firinities of the ore with the vices of theotts, 

and for a cle:rcr eviRtion in this particular ; we thus argue, Thi 
whatſoever it 1s which maketh the by-{tander or thizd perſon to think 
and believett at the ifficmities of the one and the vices of the other? 
to ari/e from ore roote and founta'ne; wiclic:r from an kean af 
£d with thelove of fin, that is it which doth by an unhappy ſcardil 
confound the vices of the uaregererate with the infirmiti:s of the 
faithfull ; tut the n:ixt gathering of Ct.urch- Members doth this; it 
cavſcth the by ſlander or third perſon , or any one 1hat is unregens 
rate, tothink that their vices and the believers 1! firmities doept» 
cecd from oneand the fame ruote and fountiine, which is to ſay, from 
an heart in'eted with the love of {ing Erge, 
Both Propcfitions ere spparert, fur if the Preacher be required by 
Gods Law, to ſet forth the d:ft-rence bet we: nthelc to the prople, t6& 
corc1vg to tholt divine {-nterces in the Epilil: of Jobn , That teria 
ts borne of Ged cannot {m+r, that is, cannot love it , for ſo asdoeal 
unregencrate men in une kind or other; Ani he that i4 borne of Ou 
kheeperh Eim(cife, end that ich 4 6 toucle.h him not , that ls 
thovgh he may by a ter p:ation bv our wardly (oyles, yerit theſkedd 
God remaineth in his hate, as jt doth in the regenerate, cannot beite 
warcly infeRtd ; I tay againe, if it be required of the faithfull Mins 
{ter thus farre, to ſet theſe at a diltznce in his preachioo and inſtruft- 
ens; what good to one, efpecizily in the dregs of nature will acrew: 
when by this moſt wholſome, and no lefſz nece{ſiry ſeparation, it 
{-cth not that generally practiſed in matter of Church Diſciplioe, 
which is held forth by the Miniſter, Now 


Now toillaftrate the truth of the Minor Propofition, take it thus z 
Suppoſe two Members to b2 taken in one 2 meere Formalift, another 
a fihcere hearted Chriſtian 3 The fiult, videlicer, the Formalitt, we will 
ſuppoſe him to be endued firſt with all endowments of nature, Se- 
condly, with all civill and morall edacation, which will cauſe a ge- 
nerous #nJ noble deportment of himſelf: to others. Thirdly, all Chri- 
ſtianaccompl:(hmen:s, as farre as Concerneth the exa&t knowledge 
of the Principles of Religion. Fourthly, adde here unto a proſperous 
and aſus}l concurrence of all carthy happineſs, where, through his gra- 
cious and glorious abilities to the ontward view, doe not only gaine 
him reſpeR from men, but theſe are molt commonly exempt from, 
and not often ſcbjeR to thoſe miſcrable provocations,and other (traits, 
the poorer and yer fiacerer Chrilt/aas are ſubjeR to,&the reaſ5n is they 
are appointed to ſufter, Theſſ, the firſt the 3.d xnd the 34, and is in this 
life toreceive their cvill things, Luxe the 16. and. 25, though now 
this our glorious brother , both in his owne eyes, and in the eyes of 
ſuch as are like to him is the only Profeſſor ; yer here will be the que. 
ſtion, whither ſuch an one ought to be taken in for a Thurch. Member? 
neither ſpeak I this toexclude ſnch asare Saints and may have theſe 
endow. eats, becauſe Gcd bath choſen ſome both rich 41d noble , and 
wiſe, (asthe Apofile ſpzaketh)in the 1 Cor. ct 4.1.4. 26. but this I ſay, 
whither ſuch with all thele who arethought to be forward enongh 
in profeſſion for Heaven ,. I ſay azaine, whither thoſe outward and 
former qual ficat ons arc enough. Secondly , on the orter fide, let 
another be taken in pafurniſhed of a'l this goodly trapping , his birth 
meanehis breeding according,and his knowledge chiefl} in any points 
& high concernment ſuitable; adde to this happily a craobed & teachie 
nature, which js often rendred far mcre odious, not oncly by the cun. 
ning an ſubtile wire drawing of ſome ſelfe-pleaſing Phariſee , wha 
ordinarily carrics about him a multiplying glaſſe, as it were to put 
others faults in, which makes them ſcemne much bigger then they are, 
but views his owne at a far greater diſtance, 

Adde morcover a too often, and unhappy, and forced ſubjeRion to 
gl, both domeſtique and forreigne ſtreigts and miſecies, which in 
this life muſt be the Saints portion, all that this B:other hath to com+ 
mend him eitber toGod or man, is an hearty zeale and affcRion to that 
he knoweth, his judgement is oftzn weakezhis beſt aRions through the 
poyſonous venim of naughty tongues, wreſted, diſgraced, and diſpa- 

z thus brother ſor all the prejudice and. hard cenſure he meets 
with from carnall meo, is yet in the jadgment of all true diſcerners, x 
dglt brother, the other not fo. EG OF 


A twelfth argument is tzken from the errors which lave beenin 
former Churct-5uildcrs, thus ; 


Whatſoever miſcarilage in Charch building, and gathering” 


Chrrch members, have come in amorg't men , throuzh errour of 
DoErine, that ovpht not now in our time of reformation to be pra« 
Riicd; but to gather Church-me bers, other thin of {uh as are 
v {ibly holy, doth this, it magnifi:th and ſetteth up errors of D.1- 
Qrine, and m.(takes of tormcr ages ; Ergo, arc not now to be pra- 
A.:icd. 

The major I ſuppoſe will be undeniably granted. The Mt. 
nor is proved by inſtance, vide concerning Baptiſ.nez the Do. 
Qrina 30out nt onely the eſſe, but the abſolate necelity of Infants 
Biptilme, have ( aSitis knowre toall ) beene the cauſe in tormer 
ages, of taking every one into Church»tcHowſhip, witnefl: the Pri- 
mitive times, if we- tay call them Primitive, whercin A» 
grftine, Ambroſe, Chry/oftome, the Gregoyr, and ſuch famous 
worthies lived, it is wcll known to all who have read their works, 
that thoſe molt godly and zeilous Worthies, nor having the Light 
which we bave, did unanin.ouſl; hold , that Brptitme made Infant 
Chriſtians, and that children uabaptized could not be ſaved, Neither 
in this Tenent do the Papilts at all erre from the DoQtrine of the An» 
tients Sutieable, though happily not the fame altogether, was the E- 
piſcopali Tenent, That Baptifſme was not onely a fcal as circymciſie 
on was(to which this of Baptiſme ſuccecded) >vt 2 mans alſo to re- 
ceive graces whence it war g-uera!ly belizved , thay Infants did res 
ceive incha tinfure, ſuch a2 indeiu-le char2R-r and Fa yp of ho- 
lIinefle 1n the Ordinance, that mens particular f2ilings (a5 th: y called 
them ) though this were no other then grofſe ſin, C14 np whit une 
chriſtianize, but a little blemifh their Chriſtianity s Wacnce milli- 
ons are ſo beſotted,tht they believe, that as their fibers ar:d mothers 
in the courſe cf nature,. have made them mn and wolien , the Mi- 
niſtcr at the Font made them Chriſtians, Now if all vpon tl:-is notion 
were taken in for Church-members ; ad the grourd of all this, in 
thefe dayes of I'gbr, be founJ extria nl faulty, what r:alon but the 
building, on ſach an unſure foundation erc@d , ſhould be now de- 
molihcd ; an4 ot er and better Memyers, upon tur ther Gufpcll dit 
cov. ries, to be taken in, 

T-ethirteenth Argument is teken from the pre: e ſcardall whicha 
Chu:cr otherwife gathered giveth our advcriatics the Pas 
pilts, thus ; 

That 
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(17) 
That which maketh the Proteſtants juſtly excepted againſt, and 
weed by the Papiſts, to be a company of grofle and Arttvelticall Liber- 
tines, that is not by any means to be allowed; but to gather a Church 
of common Proteſtants, or of ſuch as are but barely catechiled, is to 
make all Proteſtants, by che Papilts, to be ſo accounted. Ergo, to ga- 
—_ of other, than of ſuch as are viſibly holy , is not to be 
allowed, 

The major being granted, 

The minor 1 thus proved. 

That Profecfſion, the proteflors whereot doe come ſhort of Papiſts 
npoint of practiſe , as touching the Religion, they proteſle; thar pro- 
feſion doe ſcandalize the Papilts , and conſequently gives them cauſe 
to thinke, chat all ſuch proteſfors, are bur grofe anc Acheilticall Li- 
bertines ; bur this doe a mixcure, in gathering Church-members, ic 
makes them come thore of Papiſts, in point of praftiſe, as couching 
the Religion they profeſſe. Ergo, ic makes the Papilt to think, thar 
the Proteſtants are a company of grofſeaad Atheilticall Libertines,and 
conſequently , ſuch a Charch-gathcring is nor to be allowed. 

The major being granted, 

The mwixor is proved by inſtance, viz. By comparing thecommon 
proteſtane and the papiſt together, in praticall part of Religion, in 
which of cheſe molt religious forwardneſs is to be diſcerned ; and 
tdegin with the papiſts , let him be but meerly catcckiſed in the 
fineiples of his owne Religion, he hath, in-many things , the ſtarr 
nd precedency above” the common proteſtant. Firſt, in matcer of 
mnderſtanding, itis more furniſhed by far, (1 fay not better:) As for 
the common proteſtant, he 1s ſeen” but in his Creed ; whereas the o- 
ther is taught in the dorine of 7 Sacraments. Secondly, his belicte 
Sracked, and ſcrewed up to a farre higher pitch than is the Prote- 
ants, who is ordinarily accuſcd, and thought of by them, to be a 
wmpany of brutiſh and nacurall men, to goe nofurther in their be- 
lefe, then to ſence and reaſon, as in matter of their carnall preſence. 
Thirdly, the papiſt will doe much more tor kis profeſſion, than the 
mon fort of proceſtants will doe for rheirs, As for the papilt, he 
wil yeeld his ourward man to faſting, and all kind of pennance; and 
heart, and inward man , though to an crroncous, yet to an auri- 
alr confeffion : whereas the common proteſtant, makes his religi- 
« toconliſt (for the moſt part) in the bare deniall of all this. Bur, 
filfome objeRt : And doe not your viſibly holy Saint you _ 
y 


(18) 
denieall theſe? We anſwer. Yea, or elſe he cannot bein his belief 
any other than a Papilt, or worſe. But now obſerve, and yee (hall fee 
thefe viſibly holy members (as farre as the judgment of charitie will 
give them for ) ro havethat by vertue of a ({p:ciall and inward call, 
tor which, the Papiſts doe undercak: all-rhefe works : Fac let papilty 
buc retain ths trus doRrine of choir reluzion, 29d they are tauzhe chat 
all the Sacrunznts ſerve but as mcans-t. convey grace to ſuch as are in 
grace (co ſpeake in their owne phraſe) and that by vertue of that 
call a iaederall Covenant, as infant Biptiſme; where che party bapy;. 
2.1 cannot poxeye obicems ; or toſuch as cither retaine, or at leak re. 
cover, their firſt grace. Now, | fay, if chis holy vilibly member, an 
wrarantably prove (as he raay well) how that God worketh, both 
how, and when, and where he pleaſech : without theſe, he hath, both 
in his belicf, 2nd life alfo, proved him(clt ro be more excellent than his 
neighbour , which is the ſuperſtitious Papiſt , and the common 
Proteſtant. 


T he fourteenth Argument us taken from. the diſgrace which wun- 
qualified members doe bring upon menwers better qualified, 


thus : | 


Whatſoever cauſeth the gifrs and graces of the beſt qualited tobe 
miſ-called , and miſ-cenſured , or mi({-conſtrued , that in gathering 
Church-members, is not to be practiſed; but co rake in membersnet 
viibly holy, canſeth the gifts and graces of che beſt qualified, to be 
mif-conſtrued, and ill ſpoken of. £yge, the taking in members into 
Church-fellowſhip , nor vilibly poly , is not to be practiſed, 

The w4joy propoſition being granted; 

The mixer is thus proved. 

Whatſoever makes thegifts and graces of the beſt qualified to be 
counted of the non-diſccrning, ſuperfluous, and more then need : or, 
Which 1s Worſe, a defire ro be ſeene above others, that makes thei 
_— to bemiſ(-called and mi{-conſtrued 3: Bur the rakingin of mem- 

ers not viſibly holy, doth chis ; ic makes the gifts and graces, af the 
belt qualified, to be counted of the non-diſcerning , ſuperfluous, and 
more then need; or, which is worſe, it makes them to be.counted & 
ſuck non-diſcerning ſpirits, to delireonly te be ſeen aboveethers, Er 
£0, t9 take in ſitch kind of members, is nor lawful, 
Boch propoſitions will be ſoonce granted. , if we canſider - 
0 
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old axiome, fruſtre fit per plare quod fiers potuit per parciora ; for 
example, if Thowsas,and Tits, or Timorhy, were taken in for Churck 
Members, for their more excellent endowments of viſible holinefle ; 
and Robert, and fames, and Fobs to be diſcerned onely by their more 
keardleſs profeſſivn, upon thoſe cafie and common qualifications alſo 
to be taken in ; will not now the more part and worſer (there being 
greater ltore of cheſe Members then of the other) make the better part 
and the fewer to be diſgraced, and to have more then need in their 
profeſſion above the relt : and chus all things ſhall return again to 
their old Chaos; ſodoing we ſhall not onely (ad the hearts of ſuch 
whom the Lord hath nor ſfadded, bur as much as in us lies, we (hall 
fruſtrate and make void, all the blood that hath been ſhed, all the la- 
bour, oile,and colt ( if I may (o ſpeak ) that have been (ſpent for the 
eff:Ring, and perfeRing a through retormation ; for ſince tis granted 
by all parties, both Epiſcopall, Presbyterianand others, chat in mat- 
ters of doRrine Proteftants doe agree, if this matter and way of ſe- 
perating tae pretious from the vile, be (not by all Parties who defire 
a reformation ) more punctually ſtood upan. What will at length 
come of all char hath been done? for if weallow of any other way, 
wemaſt make Caurch Members ſpecially, and (pecifically conſider'd ; 
that is, as they (tand in relation co 'a vilible Church, to confift as well 
ofcivill and morall men, as of che beſt qualified ; and in ſodoing we 
ſhall not onely inthe building of Gods Houſe, together with gold, 
and filver, patch up dirt, and clay, and ſtubble, but make che ſtate ir 
{{lf, and all che true ſubjeRts co it a jeere, and a ſcorn te the Malignant 
adverſary, toſay of our __ reformers, that they would have refor- 
med if they conld have found matter : yea, will not Bellermine him- 
{clte, that great Sticklerin the Church of Rowe, ſhake hands With us 
inour rcforination ? Whotels us, that ro be inwardly qualified, that is, 
bclide bare prot .Mion, to have ſoine worke ot the {pirit upon them, 
$00 eſe, or neceflary requuiſice of a Church Member, provided they be 
Citholiques of the Remiſh Edition ;z and fo fuch kind of intruders 
being let 1w,all willia time come to lay of chiovs brought again to therr 
old bias, as Captains and Licvtenants doe in marcalling their Soul- 
licrs, faces about, and as yce were. Who therefore endzed with any 
malure of zcale for Gud, will not im bis choughes abnor, and in his 
practiſe, as farre concerns him un his place, endeavour to keep of, and 
Keep our tuch a medly in Gods Church, leaſt otherwiſe ancient poſ- 
kfſion doe (as it did in all the Biſhops rune ) clain cuſtome and pre- 
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icription ; to {ay, to the beſt gifted and graced in our Chnrches ; xs 
once I/rael (aid to their zealous brethren on the other fide fordns, 
Foſonah the 22, trom the 23. verſe to the 29. The putting up of aci- 
vill morall brother, will in time pull down the Altar of diſtir ion, 
berween a viſible Saint, and a Morallift : And ke that now happily, 
while cheſe-rimes of reformation lalt , he that was hardly the-foor, will; 
if (uffer'd to intrude, in ſhore time ſo become the head, that he will 
altogether (ſhoulder our the other, So far the fourteenth Argument, 


T he fifteenth eArgament is drawne from the calling of the Jewes, 
the maner of their converſion, and their deportwment when they 
are called; | hus, 


All ſuck as gather Churches ought in the gathering of their Met. 
bers, to follow the belt example, either of Charches already gathered, 
or of ſuch as ſhall becertainly gathered at Chriſts ſecond comminy; 
but if we taken for Members (uch as are not viſibly holy, wecannor 
follow ,theſe kind of examples, thcrefore to take- in fuch unqualified 
Members, is notlawfull. , 

As to the proofe of themajoy propolition, tis not only jure diving 
bur —_—— er parlimentari, tor tis the ſum of our covenant 
in our worke of reformation, 1n it to follow the ex.mples of the 

| beſt reformed Churches. 

The minor « proved by inſtance , we herein fellow not the examyle 
and prattiſe of the Fewiſh Church when it ſhall be calted, 

Ergo,ſuchas ſhall inherit Zudah, for all ages ſpall be all righteom; 
Eſay the 60.ard 21. Eſay the 61, and 9, They fall be krown amy 
the nations, and therefore among themſelves, E/ay the 5 32. and the 1, 
the Whole ſubjeR of the Revelation (ſetting the judgements alide 
Which are to be poured upon Antichriſt ) concerneth the viſible holi- 
nefe, and earthly glory of thar Church, when they ſhall becalledxc- 
cording to the beſt interpreters of that ſcripture, See Rewvel.the 21.a0d 
27. Revel. the 22, and 14g. All that will beobjeed is, that well miy 
that Church be pure when Chrilt himſclfe ſhall purge it by his per- 
{onall preſence with it ; for that purpoſe; let us therefore tarry till that 
time come, becauſe we arenot able to doe as Chriſt can, when he 
ſhall come agaia. To which we anſwer, That we are by the word, 
and by thefpirit inabled, to doe in meaſure-what Chriſt ſhall perfor 
at that day;: for it is not required, thatall wicked men be (hurouth 
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1» quo : the beſt reformed Churches muſt allow of hypocrites which 
mdifcovered can dee no harme to a Church, whatloever harm they 
ke themſelves ; what t+ oagh Badgers skins covercd the Tabernacle, 
|ebcing dicd red they were uſefull, Leviticus the 27. and lalt, What 
tough che brazua Sca was born up by Oxen , yet their hinder parts, 
acis co ſay, their parcs 1nore uncomely were inward : fo though 
Hpocrices Will get in while they are not diſcovered, may be of exccl- 
mc aſe. © farre this 15, Argument; tending to ſhew the necel- 
iy of Church gathering.trom the Fewes when they fhall be called. 

T, he Sixteenth Argument i drawn from the great ſcarre and 

/ ſcandall which will otherwiſe fiurre the repmtation of one of 

thoſe confiderable Parties, from which thoſe who are called the 
godly Party doe ariſe : Thus, 

Whatſoever objeReth the reformers of Religion eicher to the {corn 
ad derifion of the unreformed, or themflves, to unbrotherly ccn- 
{ring one of another; that jn gathering Church Members is not co be 

iſe4 ; but ro gather Church Members of any other, then ſuck as 
r-vilibly-holy,doth this, It vbjeRerh che reformers of Religion, c1- 
ter to the ſcorn and derifion of ſuch as are unreformed, or. them 
kives rothe unbrotheriy cenſuring one of another : Ergo,ſucha ga- 
tenng Church Members is not lawfull. 

The major propoſition is vali4 without exception, if we prove that 
the ſcandall which lieth upon reformers, be chat ſcandall which 
Divines call daz#s,or that which is given. 

The minor propoſition uw proved by parts,as brſt,T hat the Epiſcopal 

Infeſowrs, are ſcandall'd and that juſi ly. For ſince is matters of do- 


| Irine tis famonſly known, that there no conteſt between Proteſtants 


f ary Party,either Epiſcopal, Presbyteriun, or [ndependents. 2. 
Nether tw the externall Government of the Church, becauſe ſuch as 
ee now call'd Precbyterians, were in the Biſhops timescall'd Confor- 
wfs, becauſe they ſubſcribed ts the deftrine and diſcipline then eſt 4- 
thhed ; it muſt needs follow, that if ſome other weighty cauſe mooved 
Wiz. 4 reformatien of a Church Membeg, that one of theſe Parties, 
leaſt, rat zer ſought occaſion of exception againſt the Biſhops, then 
iadic.; It ſetter Profe ſours together among [# themſelves; for who 
v; not,that thow1h in reſpeit of prattice,of takang in,or Caſting ont, 
lte/e 1wo Parties, differ not but in circumſtanciall, or matter of di/ci- 
Nine ; Je' the juagement upon which ſuch and [uch «re to be tiken, or 
Wtobe taken 3n, 5 ſometbing more, andamaiter dotrinall, 
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The 19" Argument s from the mimical imitation of the Pgits, 
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whey ein they ftrive to bave all the members of their Church, 
viſibly holy, thus : | 


Wharſoever is pretended by the adverſaries of truth, 2nd { tar: 
practiſed by thei, 2s more ſutable and (erviceable to Gods honow; 
that in gathering of Churca-members, is not of truths friendstohe 
left ont and negl&ed; bur even theadverfaries of truth, do by thei 
dodrine ard pradtife reach, (in pretence at lealt ) that only memben 
viſibly holy, are to bz received 1nto Church-tellowthip. Ergo, thi 
pughe of eruchs friends ro be fncercly taught and practiſed, 

The w54j2r will be eaſily granted, by all ſuch as thinke it reaſons 
ble, chat for zeale of hotinefſe, Churches profetledly reformed, 
come not ſhor: of Papilts, 

The minor propoſition is proves by inſtance : T ake thoſe points of pe- 
pery which are truly /e calicd ; that ts, wherein they and we ( thecal 
ſo landing ) dye, and muſt differ : and we ſhall all along ftill obſarny, 
that in all their doings, they a;me at perfettion in a Church-membtr, 
As firſt in their beliefe concerning Bapti/me, they teach aud beleeer, 
that Bapti/me doth abſolutely take away originall fenxe; ſs that thiſt 
muotions of ſin, or nnto ſinne, by ſome called reliquiz, or the remnant; 
of ſinne, are not ſin properly, as indeed they are net of the perſon, but 
of the nature, as our Dilvines diſtinguiſh : Neither us it a ſpecificall 
property of all finne to be voluntary, by their owne confeſſion, to in- 
ftance inoriginall finne in an infaut. Hut put the caſs nomthat « 
Church-membey of theirs fall into a ſinxe, after B apriſme, they call 
mortall, they then fall upon another ſalue,for perſeition, or viſible ht» 
lineſſe in a Church-member, and that ts their dottrine concerning pen 
wance ; wherein they teach, that auricular confeſſion (which by thew 
5 made a. Saorament ) conferring grace, doe reſtore thew fully to 
that integritie which they received in Bapri/we ; and when they art 
thus reſtored, they have a deftrine. that of /uch as are in grace, tht 
Law can be fulfilled +ud kept ; So that their after- obedience aud ptw 
PARCe, doe mot only ex congruo, but ex condigno , merit life eternal, 
Ana all theſe beliefes (though proteſtants doe juſtly except againſt, # 
hay, ftabble, and wood, bailt upon the golden foundation of the chriſt 
an profeſſion; ) yet from theſe tenents, as bad as they are, we may gi 
ther thus much : That they thinke it a very unrca/onable rhing tout 
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mrof 4 Charch-member into communion in all the ordinancts; which 
amt at lexft , 13/101y boly. 


The righteemth aly rument is fron hence : That no miſchief, or [pi- 
rizuall danger can follow the taking into Church feflowſbip, 
Members only that are viſibly holy : Thus, 


| Whabſoever can be profitably done, wichoue the leaſt prejadice, or 

ſpiriuall hinderance of any one not taken in for a Member, chat c4te- 
r4peribrs (that is to fay, Which can be done withour any kind ot in- 
coprenience) ought to be put in practiſe ; Buc the gathering of Mem- 
ber only vilibly holy, can be praftifet wichout the lealt hazard of 
ſuchas are not qalyticd ; that is, they canrun no ſpiritualt hazard, 
_ : Ergo, ſuch kinde of Church gathering ougheco be pur m 
prtile, 


The major is cafily proved, and nay well ferve for a 2m«u«gior,. or 
ligne ok Geds will, and pleafure this. way : for if there were the” 
leaſt kinderance to nas falvation by fuck! @ practiſe, we might 
lafely ſay,this, or ſuch a way coul4nor beof God, For as amony 
Divines,, that ſence of (cripture 1snor robe received; which be- - 
ing. ſo taken oppugneth/ other ſeriptures:- fo neivher: is; char} - 
thought ro be Gods ordinance, which oppoſerh the generall Joo: - 
of mans ſalvation, 

Tie minor is thus proved. . | 

Wharſoever hindereth nar either the covenant ef Gods eleAion, or 

the influence of, the ſpiric from: working! faich and! repenrance ; yeay 
which bzndereth nor the increaſe of grace inany that are aRually in 
Godsfayous ; that cannot be a prejudice to the (alvation of any, but 
to take in for Members of a Church, ſuch onely as are viſibly holy, 
doth none of theſe ; it neither hindereth the covenant of Gods cleRti-- - 
on, nor the influence of the ſpiritiry working faith and repentance, nei- 
ther doth it hinder the increaſe of grace in any that are actually in + 
Gods favonr, 

Ergo totakein only ſuck qualified Members is ſafely and ſecurely 

tobe practiſed, 

The wajor being granted. 

The minor propoſition is grounded from the ex ample of the woman 
of Caraa 1, who was no vi/ible Member of a Church ; andyer ber 
faith was greater ten ary 5 in Iracl,. . 
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; If indeed we were popiſh inonr bclicfe ,- thar the Sattuy 
were not only ſcales, but meanes of grace, {o farre tharche 
grace ex sprre operate ; then there might be ſome queſtia 
the pvint + Bur our belicte is , that one-cicher well catee 

or preached unto , wasterth nothing external, ſimply necalh 

to falvation, | \Y 

be ont 
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If any doc now objec, that if we caa with ſuch fſatery 

- this excernall Church communion , wheretore then,as well 
aSin, to What end 1s it' to become a member > To which wei 
Firſt, chat chis might--be as ſafcly objeRed ta any profefied oxdingh 
Which all acknowledge to be of God. May we not thus ex 
gainſt Bapciſinc,or the: word preacheed?May nor reading fervenn 
preaching;or is it not enough to hear of the doctrin of BaptiſmedThe 

+ force as 10 fuch cavils the uſuall anſwer is: That noc the wane of 0 
nance, but the contempt, is damnablc; and that ordinane is cont 
ed, which we might .cnjoy,and do nor, The fame anſwer will & 
tor this preſent purpoſe: When we aiay become members , "ud 

- not gathered, tisour contempt. Secondly, this exception would ſer 
if we held that Charch-@ommunion were only tor our ſelves ;-bat 
we doe not : Church-communion is for more neceſfary and import 
ent ends ; as ficlt, that Gods will and command in this | 
might be tulfilled and done; and this all parties cenfeile, nurrooly 
their owne prafiſe; but by beleeving the communion c 4 
condly,this Church-fellowſhip is the Citie ſer an hill, and 
ed candle ſet upen acandleſi _thencchers might freaks »odly weth 
and ſo glorifie God for itin the day oof their converſion. © 


